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The Hometown Colorado Initiative is a cross-disciplinary initiative led by the University 
of Colorado Denver that channels higher education resources toward the public good. 
Faculty and students work directly on topics developed jointly by faculty and city staff. The 
city benefits from 20,000 to 40,000 student hours to advance livability goals. Students and 
faculty benefit from opportunities to work with a client on real world projects.

University of Colorado Denver is one of the nation’s top public urban research 
universities, offering more than 100 academic degrees and programs. The university boasts 
a diverse teaching and learning community that creates, discovers and applies knowledge 
to improve the lives of Coloradans and people around the world.

The City of Arvada was founded in 1870 and incorporated in 1904. They are proud of 
their rich past and strive to enhance their community. The City of Arvada has graciously 
allowed University of Colorado Denver students to participate in enriching the lives of 
Arvada residents, by installing and evaluating the Garden In A Box program.

Center for Resource Conservation is a nonprofit dedicated to helping people conserve 
water, energy and building materials. With 40 years of experience, their programs make it 
easy to save money and resources. The Center for ReSource Conservation’s professionally 
designed Garden In A Box program offers a simple approach to replace turf, reduce watering 
requirements and otherwise improve conservation practices for landscapes.
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Garden In A Box Installation



1Executive Summary

This report documents the Plants in Design class 
project focused on installing, evaluating and proposing 
new Garden In A Box designs for the City of Arvada.  
Graduate students studying landscape architecture at 
the University of Colorado Denver collaborated on this 
project through the Hometown Colorado Initiative (HCI) 
with the City of Arvada and the Center for Resource 
Conservation (CRC). 

The goal of this project was to explore the important topic 
of outdoor water conservation through examining the 
Garden In A Box program with the intention to improve 
and invigorate the program. It also allowed students the 
opportunity to apply the knowledge learned from this 
class in the design of a xeric garden based on the plants’ 
characteristics and preferred living environment. 

The semester began with students installing a Garden In 
A Box for a local Arvada resident. After the installation 
students evaluated how the Garden In A Box may be 
improved to evolve the program and product. Students 
were then divided into teams to design a Garden In A 
Box that was based on their evaluations.

This document includes an evaluation, documentation of 
the installation, and each of the seven team’s proposed 
designs with plant information and illustrations. Each 
proposed Garden In A Box creates a professionally 
designed perennial garden that groups plants with low 
water needs and offers residents a simple approach to 
a beautiful yard.

Executive Summary
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Group photo

The site before installation
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Garden In A Box Installation

Once the new edge was set, it was time to till the existing 
garden bed and add amendments to create a healthy 
environment for the plants to grow. Soaker hoses were 
added as temporary irrigation. Now it was time to plant 
the Garden In A Box. 

The class followed the layout instructions for The 
Sunset Garden. Because the garden bed was much 
larger, multiple Gardens In A Box were used. One of 
the advantages of using Garden In A Box is that you 
can make the product work in any space. Some of the 
plants that were used included Himalayan Border Jewel 
(Persicaria affinis), Orange Sunrose (Helianthemum), and 
Yellow Prairie Coneflower (Ratibida columnifera). After 
the plants were in the ground and watered, a layer of 
mulch was added to help hold in moisture and create a 
healthier environment for their growth.  

The new garden is full of color and texture. Garden In A 
Box is a great program with many beautiful water-saving 
garden designs. The students were excited and happy to 
be able to experience planting the boxes, work to help a 
City of Arvada resident, and learn about the importance 
of water-conserving landscapes through The Center for 
Resource Conservation.   

The University of Colorado Denver MLA students 
experienced firsthand the exciting process of planting a 
Garden In A Box for a local resident of Arvada. The class 
gathered on September 25, 2016 to tackle two separate 
areas of the resident’s front lawn. A long narrow strip 
located along the driveway needed attention, as well as 
a raised garden bed where the yard met the sidewalk. 

After arriving at the residence, the students were 
supplied with tools, gravel, soil amendments, mulch 
and four Sunset Gardens, all provided by The Center 
for Resource Conservation and the City of Arvada. The 
first step was to clear out all the dead and unwanted 
plants. This was done to both the driveway strip and the 
raised bed. The driveway section was cleared out and 
received new gravel. The raised bed had a few existing 
rose bushes that were properly pruned. 

With the driveway strip attended to, the next step was 
to rebuild the edge of the raised garden bed, made of 
concrete blocks. The edge was uneven and the class 
decided that straightening and leveling out the edge 
would be more aesthetically pleasing. This involved all 
members of the class using their muscles and working 
together as a team to dig up and rearrange the concrete 
blocks. Shovels large and small were brought out, the 
soil manipulated, and string used to ensure that the new 
edge was properly installed. 



4 Garden In A Box Installation

Adding gravel to edge south of driveway
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Realigning concrete blocks for the garden edge
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Garden bed ready to plant
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Garden bed after planting
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Installation of mulch and watering
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Recommended Maintenance

WATERING
During the first season newly installed plants will 
require more water because the roots of the plants 
are establishing themselves. The plant moisture and 
health will need to be closely mointored.  To check the 
soil moisture levels, stick your finger in the soil near the 
base of the plant.  If if feels dry a few inches down, water 
thoroughly soaking approximately 6 inches deep.  If it 
feels moist, water when the soil becomes dry but not 
completely void of moisture. Also visually inspect the 
plants. If the plants look wilted they need water. If the 
plant is wilted and the soil is moist, then it’s probably 
getting too much water.

In following years the plants will require less watering.  
Water every 5-8 days soaking the soil to 6 inches or when 
the plants appear to need water. It is recommended to 
water in the eary morning or early evening to minimize 
losing water to evaporation. 

ORNAMENTAL GRASSES CARE 
Ornamental grasses should be fertilized in early spring 
and early summer, grass clumps should be cut down to 
a couple inches from the ground either in early spring or 
late fall when foliage has turned brown. 

PERENNIALS AND GROUNDCOVER CARE 
Perennials and groundcovers can be fertilized every 
6-8 weeks during the growing season, typically March-
August, after which time it’s desireable to slow down 
growth rates to allow the plants to prepare for dormancy. 
Perennials should be dead headed (dead flower caps 
removed) during the growing season to promote a longer 
blooming period, which also applies to annual plants. 
Some perennials should be cut back when the foliage 
turns brown in late fall. 

LANDSCAPE CLEANUP
After growing season remove debris and leaves from 
the beds to prevent the growth of detrimental mold and 
fungi. Fall is an ideal time to add wood mulch to beds 
to conserve what little moisture may be received during 
winter months. In the springtime, it is also important to 
remove accumulated debris and replenish the mulch to 
encourage retention of water and cut back select plant-
ings to promote new growth. 

MULCHING 
Wood and bark mulch products are recommended 
and have many benefits including: retaining moisture, 
preventing weeds, etc. It may be necessary to rake the 
wood mulch periodically due to the posssible shifting 
in the wind. Wood mulch decomposes over time and it 
is important to add more wood mulch every couple of 
years. Optimum mulch thickness may vary depending 
on the product, but should be no less than 3” deep. 
Organic mulch is a great garden product, helping to block 
sunlight, which helps to suppress weed germination. 

WEEDING
When weeding ensure the entire plant comes out, when 
possible. The best time to weed is either after irrigating 
or after a rainfall as it is easier to pull weeds in its entirety 
when the ground is soft. Metal edging or other kinds of 
edges can help stop topical weeds from spreading.

Additional Information: 
http://extension.psu.edu/plants/gardening/fact-sheets/perenni-
al-garden/care-and-maintenance-of-perennials
http://www.bhg.com/gardening/yard/garden-care/#page=2
Designs by Sundown Landscape Architecture and Construction, 
Landscape Owner’s Manual
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Initial class assessment at installation site
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Garden In A Box Evaluation

- colorful, aesthetically appealing options
- plants organic and locally grown
- utility discounts for decreased water usage

POTENTIALS
- inclusion of wider plant varieties, such as
 - arid plants/succulents/cacti
 - pollinator attractants
 - trees and shrubs
 - shade-tolerant species
 - annuals as well as perennials
 - seasonal options
- increased number of design options
- increased variety in number of plants provided
- improved social dynamics, such as
 - increased public feedback
 - increased public awareness/outreach
 - municipal and private partnerships
 - systemic impact
- education and client empowerment, including
 - optional detailed installation instructions
 - attention to large-scale impacts
- physical structure modifications, including
 - attention to maintenance
 - soil amendments/mulch/compost
 - inclusion of hardscape elements
 - passive irrigation/water collection

CONCLUSIONS
Each group pursued possibilities generated from this 
evaluation, and as such, the class created seven distinct 
design options that expand the potential impact of the 
Garden In A Box program.

The class began the project by evaluating the Garden In A 
Box program to identify its strengths and shortcomings. 
The intent of this evaluation was to more appropriately 
understand the scope of the project as a whole in order 
to address, as landscape architecture students, the 
potentials of the program.

The evaluation set the stage for the class to pursue 
interests discovered during the evaluation. This initiated 
further research and the development of alternative 
Garden In A Box designs, each of which addressed the 
evaluated needs of the program.

The entire class began the process with a group 
evaluation of the major challenges in creating water-wise 
landscapes.

CHALLENGES
- paradigm shift in aesthetics
- misconception that water-wise equals barren
- cost of installation vs. economic benefits of water savings
- knowledge and education
- maintenance
- function of outdoor use
- water law/water use constraints and passive irrigation
- habitat and biodiversity
- appropriate plant species
- shade
- mulch/soil amendment

Small group analyses of the Garden In A Box program 
led to the following summation:

STRENGTHS
- provides an alternative to turf lawns
- stresses water-wise/xeric plantings
- information provided is easy to digest and understand
- instructions educate and empower individuals 
- planting designs are both flexible and adaptable
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Student design studies
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Garden In A Box Student Proposals

DESIGN OVERVIEW

After students reviewed and evaluated the Garden In A 
Box website, they formed groups and were given the task 
of creating their own design. Each group brainstormed 
design themes and arrived at one final concept. These 
themes were chosen for a variety of reasons, though 
most sought to provide garden types that the program 
did not currently include. Groups of students then 
researched plant types which fit their theme and were 
water-friendly, and assembled the plants into a visually 
appealing arrangement. The resulting designs include 
the following:

• Autonomy In A Box
• Desert Garden
• Heavenly Herbs
• Pollinator Garden
• Shady Hollow
• Texture Garden
• Winds of Winter

Once the designs were finalized, students presented 
the following documents to the City of Arvada and the 
Center for Resource Conservation to receive feedback. 



14 Garden In A Box Student Proposals

• Garden requires full sun to par  al sun
• Garden covers 90 sqft planted and 100 sq   with barrels and one plant by number layout design in 20’ x 5’
• Includes 52 plants over 15 species or varie  es and two rain barrels
• Garden hardy to 8000’
• Contains plants with poten  al medicinal quali  es 

Components

Are you interested in rain barrels, water collec  on, and herbs? Do 
you want an edible plant garden while highly limi  ng the amount 
of city water you use? With “Autonomy in a Box”, you will get 
the two Colorado state-approved 55-gallon rain barrels, along 
with a selec  on of ‘water-wise’ perennial herbs and plants. This 
selec  on of herbs are in the low to medium water use category 
and are laid out in a size that, according to a CSU study on plant 
water consump  on per rain barrel, would fall readily within 
operable ranges.1  The inten  on is to limit, dras  cally, the amount 
of city water you will use, instead depending on the rain barrels 
for seasonal watering. On top of that, these perennial herbs and 
plants all have poten  al health bene ts, with uses ranging from 
topical applica  on to tea consump  on.2  Designed to reinstate 
the connec  on of body, mind, and spirit, the care of this garden 
integrates these three categories with an eye to aesthe  cs and 
holis  c healing. Organized into skin, immune, mind, respiratory 
and diges  ve categories, the loca  on of plants and their health 
bene ts will be easy to follow from season to season. The bees, 

Summary narra  ve
“Skin”
10qty  Sempervivum ‘Cobweb Bu  ons’ – Hens and Chicks
10qty  Sempervivum ‘Plas  c’ – Hens and Chicks 
“Immune”
4qty  Echinacea purpurea ‘Happy Star’ – Happy Star Cone ower
4qty  Echinacea purpurea ‘Magnus’ – Magnus Cone ower
“Mind”
2qty  Lavandula angus� folia ‘Big Time Blue’ – English Lavender
1qty  Lavandula angus� folia ‘Twickel Purple’ – English Lavender
1qty  Melissa offi  cinalis – Lemon Balm
3qty  Nepeta ‘Ps ke’ (Li  le Trudy) – Li  le Trudy Catmint
3qty  Origanum ‘Hot and Spicy’ – Oregano
“Respiratory”
2qty  Calamintha nepeta ‘Blue Cloud’ – Calamint
3qty  Hyssopus offi  cinalis – Common Hyssop
“Diges  ve”
3qty  Achillea millefolium ‘Apricot Delight’ (Tu    Fru   ) – Yarrow
1qty  Monarda  stulosa – Wild Bergamot
3qty  Salvia offi  cinalis ‘Icterina’ – Kitchen Sage
2qty  Verbena stricta – Hoary Verbena

52  Total

Plants

1As per the CSU document, a single-family household may acquire two 55-gallon rain barrels not to exceed 110-gallons.  With 110-gallons, the document states that this quan  ty should completely water an 180sq   
vegetable garden once each  me the barrels are full.  With the selec  on of water-wise plan  ngs and with the 90sq   half-sized plot, we assume that these rain barrels should substan  ally reduce city-water consump  on 
if not completely replace city-water use.  Source: by Cabot, P. E.; Olson, C. C.; Waskom, R.M.; and Rein, K.G.  “Rainwater Collec  on in Colorado”.  Colorado State University Extension: Fact Sheet No. 6.707 – Natural 
Resources Series | Water.  Fort Collins: Colorado State University Extension: 4/16.  extension.colostate.edu.
2Although the designers acknowledge and stand by the produc  ve and genera  ve health bene ts of all of these perennial herbs and plants, the designers are neither physicians nor herbalists.  Please consult with your 
physician and/or herbalist before consuming or using any of these herbs and plants.  Further, extra research outside of the informa  on supplied in this design is suggested.  The designers state that they will not be held 
accountable for any form of injury or illness resul  ng from consump  on or use of these herbs and plants.

bu  er ies, and hummingbirds will be 
buzzing and pollina  ng this garden, 
with lush colors and varie  es to 
keep your household, friends, and 
neighbors vibrant year round. Does 
a garden of low water consump  on 
hinged on rain barrel use that also 
consists of plan  ngs with poten  al 
medicinal/health bene ts and rich 
colors sound interes  ng? Then 
“Autonomy in a Box” is the garden for 
you! This garden  ts into a 100 square 
foot sec  on of yard, with 90 square 
feet planted. It consists of 52 plants 
and over 15 species or varie  es.  Order 
your “Autonomy in a Box” today!

Sunset Garden
Designed by Julie Hauser of Indigo Landscape Design

2016 garden in a box: Garden Info Sheet

Designed by Gregory Allan Davidson and Nick Patin | University of Colorado Denver
AUTONOMY IN A BOX
2017 GARDEN IN A BOX: GARDEN INFO SHEET
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La  n Name:  Sempervivum ‘Cobweb   
    Bu� ons’

Common name:  Hens and Chicks
Mature Height:  4”
Mature Spread:  12”

Hardy To:  Zones 2-9
Water Use:  Low to Medium
Exposure:  Full Sun, Part Shade
Leaf Color:  Green, Purple, White
Flower Color:  Pink
Flower Seasons:  Late Summer to Early Fall
Descrip  on:  Colorful fuzzy foliage in green, purple, 
and white de nes this succulent groundcover. This plant 
can handle light foot traffi  c. With pink  owers in the late 
summer, it is an a� ractant for both bees and bu� er ies. 
The leaves can be split open and the contents spread on 
the skin to treat mild burns.
Care:  Sempervivum is drought tolerant 
once established and requires li� le 
maintenance. The plant may spread to 
colonize the area by rhizomes or runners.

1 - Sempervivum ‘Cobweb Bu� ons’ – Hens and Chicks
2 - Sempervivum ‘Plas� c’ – Hens and Chicks

3 - Echinacea purpurea ‘Happy Star’ – Happy Star Cone ower
4 - Echinacea purpurea ‘Magnus’ – Magnus Cone ower

5 - Lavandula angus� folia ‘Big Time Blue’ – English Lavender
6 - Lavandula angus� folia ‘Twickel Purple’ – English Lavender

7 - Melissa offi  cinalis – Lemon Balm
8 - Nepeta ‘Ps ke’ (Li� le Trudy) – Li� le Trudy Catmint

9 - Origanum ‘Hot and Spicy’ – Oregano
10 - Calamintha nepeta ‘Blue Cloud’ – Calamint

11 - Hyssopus offi  cinalis – Common Hyssop
12 - Achillea millefolium ‘Apricot Delight’ (Tu�   Fru�  ) – Yarrow

13 - Monarda  stulosa – Wild Bergamot
14 - Salvia offi  cinalis ‘Icterina’ – Kitchen Sage

15 - Verbena stricta – Hoary Verbena

3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 13 14 15

1 2
  La  n Name:  Sempervivum ‘Plas� c’
  Common name:  Hens and Chicks
  Mature Height:  4”
  Mature Spread:  12”
  Hardy To:  Zones 3-8
Water Use:  Low to Medium
Exposure:  Full Sun, Part Shade
Leaf Color:  Burgundy, Light Green
Flower Color:  Pink
Flower Seasons:  Late Summer to Early Fall
Descrip  on:  Colorful fuzzy foliage in burgundy and light 
green characterizes the second version of this succulent 
groundcover. The plant can handle light foot traffi  c and its 
pink  owers a� ract both bees and bu� er ies. The leaves 
can be split open and the contents spread on the skin to 
treat mild burns.
Care:  Sempervivum is drought tolerant 
once established and requires li� le 
maintenance. The plant may spread to 
colonize the area by rhizomes or runners.

Sunset Garden
Designed by Julie Hauser of Indigo Landscape Design

2016 garden in a box: Garden Info Sheet

Designed by Gregory Allan Davidson and Nick Patin | University of Colorado Denver
AUTONOMY IN A BOX
2017 GARDEN IN A BOX: GARDEN INFO SHEET
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  La  n Name:  Echinacea purpurea  
    ‘Happy Star’

Common name:  Happy Star    
    Cone ower

Mature Height:  12”
Mature Spread:  18”

Hardy To:  Zones 3-8
Water Use:  Low to Medium
Exposure:  Full Sun
Leaf Color:  Dark Green, Green
Flower Color:  White, Cream
Flower Seasons:  Early Summer to Early Fall
Descrip  on:  This perennial plant is well adapted to the 
area and features near-3 foot tall  owers that shoot up, 
providing small bursts of color. The  owers are not only 
a  rac  ve to bees and bu  er ies, but can be used to make 
a tea with immune-boos  ng bene ts.
Care:  Echinacea purpurea is drought tolerant once 
established and requires li  le 
maintenance. The plant may 
colonize the surrounding area, 
naturalize, and self-seed.

3
  La  n Name:  Echinacea purpurea   
    ‘Magnus’
  Common name:  Magnus Cone ower
  Mature Height:  12”
  Mature Spread:  18”
Hardy To:  Zones 3-8
Water Use:  Low to Medium
Exposure:  Full Sun
Leaf Color:  Dark Green, Green
Flower Color:  Magenta, Light Red, Pink, Dark Pink, Light  
     Pink
Flower Seasons:  Mid Summer to Mid Fall
Descrip  on:  This perennial plant is well adapted to the 
area and features near-3 foot tall  owers that shoot up, 
providing small bursts of color. The  owers, in a variety 
of shades of pink, are not only a  rac  ve to bees and 
bu  er ies, but can be used to make a tea with immune-
boos  ng bene ts.
Care:  Echinacea purpurea is drought 
tolerant once established and requires li  le 
maintenance. The plant may colonize the 
surrounding area, naturalize, and self-seed.

4

5 6
  La  n Name:  Lavandula angus  folia   
    ‘Big Time Blue’

Common name:  English Lavender
Mature Height:  16”
Mature Spread:  18”

Hardy To:  Zones 5-9
Water Use:  Low to Medium
Exposure:  Full Sun
Leaf Color:  Grey Green
Flower Color:  Dark Pink
Flower Seasons:  Late Spring to Late Summer
Descrip  on:  This classic evergreen plant, known for 
the scent of its  owers, adds year-round interest to your 
garden. The dark pink  owers will a  ract bu  er ies, and 
the  owers as well as leaves are edible, as well as having 
poten  al calming and diges  ve bene ts. Oil extracted from 
the  owers is said to treat headaches
Care:  Lavandula angus  folia is drought 
tolerant once established and requires li  le 
maintenance. It is resistant to rabbits 
and good for cut/dried  owers.

  La  n Name:  Lavandula angus  folia    
    ‘Twickel Purple’
  Common name:  English Lavender
  Mature Height:  3’
  Mature Spread:  3’
Hardy To:  Zones 5-8
Water Use:  Low to Medium
Exposure:  Full Sun
Leaf Color:  Grey Green
Flower Color:  Purple
Flower Seasons:  Late Spring to Mid Summer
Descrip  on:  This classic evergreen plant, known for 
the scent of its  owers, adds year-round interest to your 
garden. The dark purple  owers will a  ract bu  er ies, and 
the  owers as well as leaves are edible, as well as having 
poten  al calming and diges  ve bene ts. Oil extracted from 
the  owers is said to treat headaches
Care:  Lavandula angus  folia is drought 
tolerant once established and requires li  le 
maintenance. It is resistant to rabbits 
and good for cut/dried  owers.

. .
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7 8

9 10

La  n Name:  Melissa offi  cinalis
Common name:  Lemon Balm
Mature Height:  24”
Mature Spread:  3’

  Hardy To:  Zones 3-7
Water Use:  Low to Medium
Exposure:  Full Sun
Leaf Color:  Green
Flower Color:  Pink, Light Pink
Flower Seasons:  Late Spring to Mid Summer
Descrip  on:  This large herb, a member of the mint 
family, is a fast-growing classic of herbalism. Its pink and 
light pink  owers are a� rac� ve to bees, bu� er ies, and 
birds. The leaves are edible and have poten� al fever-
reducing and cold treatment bene ts, and a tea made from 
them is said to be calming. In addi� on, the leaves can be 
crushed into a poul� ce for the treatment of insect bites 
and s� ngs.
Care:  Melissa offi  cinalis is drought 
tolerant once established and requires 
li� le maintenance. The plant may 
colonize the surrounding area, naturalize, 
and self-seed.

  La  n Name:  Nepeta ‘Ps ke’ Li� le Trudy
  Common name:  Li� le Trudy Catmint
  Mature Height:  8”
  Mature Spread:  16”
  Hardy To:  Zones 4-9
Water Use:  Low to Medium
Exposure:  Full Sun, Part Shade
Leaf Color:  Blue Green, Grey Green, Light Green
Flower Color:  Blue, Dark Blue, Light Blue, Violet, Purple,  
      Light Purple
Flower Seasons:  Mid Spring to Late Summer
Descrip  on:  This short and colorful perennial will add 
long-las� ng interest and texture to your herbal garden. It 
has frilly textured leaves that are a� rac� ve to cats, though 
not as much as the related Catnip. It features  owers in a 
wide range of blues and purples, and these are a� rac� ve 
to bees and bu� er ies. The  ower, seed, and stem are 
edible, and poten� al health bene ts include calming, 
sleep-inducing eff ects, as well as can induce 
swea� ng to help the body process colds.
Care:  Nepeta is asser� ve and requires 
li� le care, becoming drought tolerant 
once established.

La  n Name:  Origanum ‘Hot and Spicy’
Common name:  Oregano
Mature Height:  18”
Mature Spread:  18”

  Hardy To:  Zones 4-8
Water Use:  Low to Medium
Exposure:  Full Sun
Leaf Color:  Dark Green, Green
Flower Color:  White, Pink
Flower Seasons:  Mid Summer to Late Summer
Descrip  on:  This asser� ve herbaceous groundcover, a 
well-known kitchen herb, will  ower lightly for a short � me 
in the summer (with white and pink  owers), a� rac� ng 
bees and bu� er ies. Its leaves are not only edible and a 
delicious cooking herb, but also have poten� al calming 
and seda� ve eff ects. In addi� on, a tea made from the 
 owers can be used to treat coughs and colds, headaches, 
indiges� on, and irritability.
Care:  Origanum has an irregular growth 
pa� ern and as such is eff ec� ve as a 
spreading groundcover. It is drought 
tolerant once established.

  La  n Name:  Calamintha nepeta ‘Blue   
    Cloud’  
  Common name:  Blue Cloud Calamint
  Mature Height:  18”
  Mature Spread:  18”
Hardy To:  Zones 4-7
Water Use:  Low to Medium
Exposure:  Full Sun, Part Shade
Leaf Color:  Grey Green
Flower Color:  Blue, Light Blue, Light Purple
Flower Seasons:  Mid Summer to Early Fall
Descrip  on:  This asser� ve mint family herb features 
large blue-purple  owers in the summer to fall, which are 
a� rac� ve to bees, bu� er ies, and hummingbirds. The 
leaves are edible, and can be made into a syrup or tonic to 
treat coughs and respiratory ailments.
Care:  Calamintha nepeta requires li� le care and is 
asser� ve, though does not spread 
aggressively. It will become drought 
tolerant once established.
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11 12

13 14

La  n Name:  Hyssopus offi  cinalis
Common name:  Common Hyssop
Mature Height:  24”
Mature Spread:  18”

  Hardy To:  Zones 4-9
Water Use:  Low to Medium
Exposure:  Full Sun, Part Shade
Leaf Color:  Green
Flower Color:  Blue, Purple
Flower Seasons:  Early Summer to Early Fall
Descrip  on:  Another mint family rela� ve, this plant 
is semi-evergreen and has blue and purple  owers that 
are a� rac� ve to bu� er ies. The leaves and  owers are 
edible and have poten� al bene ts, made as tea, for the 
throat and lungs, helpful as a treatment for coughs and 
respiratory ailments.
Care:  Hyssopus offi  cinalis offi  cinalis requires li� le 
maintenance and will become drought 
tolerant once established.

  La  n Name:  Achillea millefolium   
               ‘Apricot Delight’  
    (Tu�   Fru�  )
  Common name:  Yarrow, Milfoil
  Mature Height:  24”
  Mature Spread:  24”
Hardy To:  Zones 3-9
Water Use:  Low to Medium
Exposure:  Full Sun
Leaf Color:  Grey Green, Light Green
Flower Color:  Cream, Light Pink, Orange, Light Orange
Flower Seasons:  Early Summer to Late Summer
Descrip  on:  Yarrow, a Colorado na� ve classic of 
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Common name:  Wild Bergamot
Mature Height:  4’
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  Hardy To:  Zones 3-9
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  Hardy To:  Zones 4-8
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Descrip  on:  This well-known kitchen herb will  ower 
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  La  n Name:  Verbena stricta
  Common name:  Hoary Verbena
  Mature Height:  4’
  Mature Spread:  24”
  Hardy To:  Zones 4-7
Water Use:  Low to Medium
Exposure:  Full Sun
Leaf Color:  Grey Green
Flower Color:  Blue, Purple
Flower Seasons:  Late Spring to Early Fall
Descrip  on:  Verbena is a na  ve perennial with blue/
purple  owers that are a  rac  ve to bu  er ies. It is fast-
growing and well adapted to the climate. Its leaves are 
edible and have a wide variety of poten  al health bene ts, 
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renal disorders, throat and skin bene ts, and whole-body 
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that requires li  le to no care and will 
become drought tolerant once 
established. It may self-seed and 
quickly become established.
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Sunset Garden
Designed by Julie Hauser of Indigo Landscape Design

2016 garden in a box: Garden Info Sheet

Himalayan Border Jewel
Latin Name: Persicaria affinis
Mature Height: 6-8”
Mature Spread: 12-18”

Hardy To: 9,000’
Water: Low
Exposure: Full Sun
Flower Color: Pink
Flower Seasons: Late Summer
Description: Bright green, slender foliage forms thick beds that 
turn into a gorgeous coppery-red in fall. This native of the Himala-
yas boasts cylindrical spikes of rose-pink flowers atop short, erect 
stems. The color of this plant is striking as it changes throughout 
the growing season. When its flowers have died, they tend to per-
sist on the plant into winter. It is easily adaptable to both dry and 
moist locations.
Care: The Himalayan Border Jewel requires little maintenance. 
The flowers may be deadheaded to prolong the flowering period. 
It can be aggressive if overwatered. Drought-tolerant once es-
tablished. Spring is the best time to divide these plants to control 
their spreading and clean them up in preparation for the growing 
season ahead.

1
Powis Castle Sage
Latin Name: Artemisia ‘Powis Castle’
Mature Height: 2-3’
Mature Spread: 2-3’

Hardy To: 8,500’
Water: Low
Exposure: Sun
Flower Color: Silvery Blue-Green
Flower Seasons: Late Summer to Early Fall 
Resistant To: Deer
Description: The Powis Castle Sage is a semi-evergreen shrub na-
tive to the northern hemisphere.  Its soft ferny leaves create beau-
tifully distinct dome-like mounds, and it is valued for its aromatic 
leaves, delightful texture and vigorous growth.  The gorgeous, 
feathery, silver- blue-green foliage makes it a star in any garden, 
and it is ideal for separating colors and providing contrast within 
your landscape.  It is a perfect companion plant to other flowering 
perennials and ornamental grasses.  Throughout the summer and 
into early fall modest yellow flowers begin to emerge.  
Care: Can cut back in the spring to control size; however, be sure 
not to cut into old wood.  Find where the buds start and do not cut 
below that point.  If it flowers, then the buds should be snipped 
off before they open to preserve the appearance and shape of the 
plant.  Proper pruning keeps it looking its best.
Fun Fact: Excellent addition to floral arrangements and dried flow-
er bouquets.   Its soft ferny leaves are ideally suited for fresh herbal 
wreaths or potpourri.

2
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7 8 9 10 11
1 - Himalayan Border Jewel
2 - Powis Castle Sage
3 - Fluted Coreopsis
4 - Purple Gayfeather

5 - Korean Feather Reed Grass
6 - Munro’s Globemallow
7 - Plumbago
8 - Orange Sunrose

9 - Yellow Prairie Coneflower
10 - Six Hills Giant Catmint
11 - Double Bubblemint Hyssop

Designed by Corban McElroy and Stacy Ester | University of Colorado Denver
DESERT GARDEN
2017 GARDEN IN A BOX: GARDEN INFO SHEET
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DESERT GARDEN

This planting design is truly reflective of vegetation naturally found in Colorado’s arid climate conditions. 
A variety of drought tolerant and cold hardy cacti, grasses and succulents create a unique color and 
texture pallet for year-round visual interest; especially suited for a modern aesthetic. Similar to their native 
environments, these plants are arranged with separation between them as to decrease competition for 
water, which also creates a sense of openness.  Also unique to this design is the use of gravel for an added 
textural element. With proper initial care, these plants require very little maintenance when fully matured 

he and exemplify t intentions of a true xeric garden.

• 15 Xeric plants
• Full Sun
• Covers 100 sq. ft.
• Hardiness ranging from USDA zones 3 to 11
• Year-round texture and color
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DESERT GARDEN

Big Bluestem
Latin Name: Andropogon ‘Dancing Wind’
Mature Height: 5’
Mature Spread: 3’

Hardy To: 4a-8b
Water: Low to Medium
Exposure: Full Sun
Flower Color: Light Green Seed Head
Flower Seasons: Late Spring- Late Summer
Description: A Big Bluestem selected for its gorgeous late season 
color! In late summer the green foliage becomes mingled with 
shades of soft red, which then increases and deepens to dark red in 
September, and turns scarlet after frost. By the end of the season, 
the plant is almost completely red. Plants have the interesting 3-part 
bloom form that gives the native prairie plant its other common 
name, Turkey’s Foot. 

Care: Dancing Wind Grass needs little attention after it’s established 
in your garden. You’ll want to keep it watered well after you plant it to 
make sure its root system gets off to a healthy start, but its ongoing 
maintenance is a snap. Plant Dancing Wind Grass in a sunny spot 
where it has room to spread out, because it’ll grow outward to form 
a clump. 

1
Little Bluestem
Latin Name: Schizachyrium scoparium
Mature Height: 2’-4’
Mature Spread: 1.5-2’

Hardy To: 3-9
Water: Low to Medium
Exposure: Full Sun
Flower Color: Purplish Bronze
Flower Seasons: Early Fall to Late Winter
Description: A dominate grass in the tall grass prairie, little bluestem 
stands out in the fall when the 2-3 foot stems turn a brilliant bronze. 
The seeds are silver and run along the edge of the stalks.

Care: Easily grown in average, dry to medium moisture, well-drained 
soil in full sun. Tolerates a wide range of soil conditions. Tolerates 
clay soils. Performs well in poor soils. Good drought resistance once 
established. Tolerates high heat and humidity. Cut to the ground in 
late winter to early spring.

2
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Resistant To: Deer
Description: The Powis Castle Sage is a semi-evergreen shrub na-
tive to the northern hemisphere.  Its soft ferny leaves create beau-
tifully distinct dome-like mounds, and it is valued for its aromatic 
leaves, delightful texture and vigorous growth.  The gorgeous, 
feathery, silver- blue-green foliage makes it a star in any garden, 
and it is ideal for separating colors and providing contrast within 
your landscape.  It is a perfect companion plant to other flowering 
perennials and ornamental grasses.  Throughout the summer and 
into early fall modest yellow flowers begin to emerge.  
Care: Can cut back in the spring to control size; however, be sure 
not to cut into old wood.  Find where the buds start and do not cut 
below that point.  If it flowers, then the buds should be snipped 
off before they open to preserve the appearance and shape of the 
plant.  Proper pruning keeps it looking its best.
Fun Fact: Excellent addition to floral arrangements and dried flow-
er bouquets.   Its soft ferny leaves are ideally suited for fresh herbal 
wreaths or potpourri.

2

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11
1 - Himalayan Border Jewel
2 - Powis Castle Sage
3 - Fluted Coreopsis
4 - Purple Gayfeather

5 - Korean Feather Reed Grass
6 - Munro’s Globemallow
7 - Plumbago
8 - Orange Sunrose

9 - Yellow Prairie Coneflower
10 - Six Hills Giant Catmint
11 - Double Bubblemint Hyssop
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Red Yucca ‘Brake Lights’
Latin Name: Hesperaloe parviflora ‘Perpa’ Brake Lights
Mature Height: 2’
Mature Spread: 3’

Hardy To: 6a-9b
Water: Low
Exposure: Full Sun
Flower Color: Red, Dark Red, Light Red
Flower Seasons: Late Spring- Early Fall
Description: Vibrant, brake light-red blooms are a great color 
improvement to this species! The vibrant, brake-light red color is 
wonderful contrast to the standard form which tends to be more 
pink or salmon in color. This compact grower reaches two feet tall 
and features a very long bloom season. Lovely in containers or 
massed into groups.

Care: Grows easily in average to lean, well-drained soil. Follow 
a regular watering schedule during the first growing season to 
establish a deep, extensive root system. Apply a general purpose 
fertilizer before new growth begins in spring. Remove spent bloom 
stalks for a neat appearance.

3

Whipple Cholla
Latin Name: Cylindropuntia whipplei
Mature Height: 6’
Mature Spread: 4’

Hardy To: 5a-9b
Water: Low
Exposure: Full Sun
Flower Color: Yellow Green
Flower Seasons: Early-Mid Summer
Description: Cylindropuntia whipplei is a rather distinct cholla, 
and the short stems can be easily recognized by extending from 
1 to more than 6 inches in length and are .5 to over .75 inches in 
diameter. Prominent tubercles help display the white or very light 
tan spines that can number from about 4 to more than 10. The 
longest spine can vary in length from about .5 to over 1.5 inches 
in length. Spines are sheathed and are not heavily barbed.

Care: Cylindropuntia whipplei is still considered to be an ideal 
plant for care as it is very easily maintained and requires very little 
attention. It may be best to provide a slightly richer soil mixture 
for areas that are extremely dry during most of the year. Extra 
water may also be necessary to add to a healthier plant.

5

Blue Fescue
Latin Name: Festuca glauca ‘Seeigel’ SEA URCHIN
Mature Height: 12”
Mature Spread: 12”

Hardy To: 4-11
Water: Low to Medium
Exposure: Full Sun, Part Shade
Flower Color: Tan, Cream
Flower Seasons: Late Spring, Early Summer
Description: Easily grown in average, dry to medium, well-drained 
soils in full sun. Tolerates light shade, but best foliage color is in 
full sun. The fine, wiry leaves are erect or arching, slightly rolled, 
and less than a foot long. The leaves are coated with a grayish, 
powdery bloom that is easily rubbed off.

Care: Cut back foliage in early spring to 3-4” to tidy clumps and to 
facilitate emergence of the new leaf blades. Clumps may decline 
in hot, humid summers, and should be cut back if such occurs. 
Blue fescue is drought tolerant, and grows best in poor, sandy, well 
drained soils. It cannot tolerate heavy, wet soils or constant high 
humidity.

643

6

Blue Avena
Latin Name: Helictotrichon sempervirens
Mature Height: 3’-6’
Mature Spread: 1-3’

Hardy To: 4-9
Water: Low to Medium
Exposure: Full Sun
Flower Color: Tan, Cream
Flower Seasons: Late Spring, Early Summer
Description: Graceful fountains of silver-blue blades form neat 
ornamental clumps that combine well with other grasses. Airy, 
beige to light brown, terminal panicles appear mid- to late summer. 
Reliable and attractive accent or specimen, perfect for rock 
gardens. Semi-evergreen.

Care: Follow a regular watering schedule during the first growing 
season to establish a deep, extensive root system. Best growth and 
foliage color in full sun. Drought tolerant in cool regions; needs 
supplemental summer watering in hot, arid climates. Cut back in 
late winter.
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Grizzly Bear Cactus
Latin Name: Opuntia polyacantha var. erinacea
Mature Height: 2’
Mature Spread: 2’

Hardy To: 6b-9b
Water: Low to Medium
Exposure: Full Sun
Flower Color: Bright pink, reddish throats
Flower Seasons: Mid-Late Spring (1 month)
Description: A low-growing cactus with broad, thin stem 
segments (pads). The pads are medium-sized for a pricklypear 
(to about 5-inches long by 3-inches wide). The spines are sparse 
to dense, short to long (to 6 inches, wavy, and flowing). The long, 
flowing spines sometimes completely obscure the pads.

Care: Allowing the soil to dry to a depth of 3 inches between 
watering. Discontinue in late summer to harden off for winter. 
After the first year the plants will not require any supplementary 
watering unless abnormally dry conditions cause the stems to 
shrivel in the heat of summer. Prune to shape after new growth 
has matured. Remove any dry fruits in late summer when easily 
detached.

Hens and Chicks, ‘Commander Hay’
Latin Name: Sempervivum ‘Commander Hay’
Mature Height: 8”
Mature Spread: 1’

Hardy To: 4-9
Water: Low
Exposure: Full Sun
Flower Color: Light Pink
Flower Seasons: Mid-Late Summer
Description: Sempervivum ‘Commander Hay’ is an smaller 
growing Hen and Chick with nice bicolored red-tipped green 
leaves and flowers in shades of soft yellow and pink.

Care: This perennial should only be grown in full sunlight. It prefers 
dry to average moisture levels with very well-drained soil, and will 
often die in standing water. It is not particular as to soil pH, but 
grows best in sandy soils, and is able to handle environmental salt. 
It is highly tolerant of urban pollution and will even thrive in inner 
city environments. This plant can be propagated by division.

Wooly Thyme
Latin Name: Thymus pseudolanuginosus
Mature Height: 1”
Mature Spread: 1’

Hardy To: 5-8
Water: Low to Medium
Exposure: Full Sun
Flower Color: Light Pink
Flower Seasons: Early-Mid Summer
Description: Woolly thyme—the wooliest of all thymes—forms 
a dense ground-covering mat of tiny, densely hairy leaves. The 
foliage has barely any fragrance and is unsuitable for culinary use. In 
summer, tiny pink tubular flowers appear. Plants grow to only one 
inch or so in height and spread to about a foot across.

Care: Provide well-drained, average, neutral to alkaline soil in full 
sun. It will rot in moist soils. Cut back when needed to maintain 
appearance.

8

9

Purple Pincushion
Latin Name: Escobaria vivipara
Mature Height: 6”
Mature Spread: 9”

Hardy To: 4a-11
Water: Low to Medium
Exposure: Full Sun, Part Shade
Flower Color: Magenta, Pink
Flower Seasons: Late Spring, Early Summer
Description: Escobaria vivipara is a small solitary or clumping 
cactus.  Some varieties form colonies of over 200 stems. This 
species is the most widespread, abundant and variable member of 
the genus.  It is densely covered in a mat of star-shaped arrays of 
spines.

Care: The Escobaria are very susceptible to rot and therefore 
require a well-drained soil, without any water excess or stagnation; 
it has been observed that the plants also suffer the environmental 
humidity, which should preferably remain very low (30-50%). Avoid 
watering during the winter, when the plant is dormant: watering 
Escobaria in cold environmental conditions will almost certainly 
lead to death of the plant. In the growing season the plants, 
whose growth is typically quite slow, like to perceive a significant 
temperature difference between night and day. 

10

7
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Golden Nugget Ice Plant
Latin Name: Delosperma congestum
Mature Height: 2”
Mature Spread: 2’

Hardy To: 4a-9b
Water: Low
Exposure: Full Sun, Part Shade
Flower Color: White, Yellow
Flower Seasons: Early Spring - Mid Summer
Description: Gold Nugget is a true alpine succulent, coming from 
the highest peaks of distant South Africa. In bloom, Delosperma 
congestum is irresistible; the large, shiny yellow flowers sit right on 
top of the succulent foliage and have a distinct white eye. Being 
an alpine species, it appreciates more regular moisture than other 
South African succulents.

Care: Plant Gold Nugget where it receives some afternoon shade, 
particularly where summer temperatures are hot. A gem for moun-
tain rock gardens

12

13 14
Fire Spinner Ice Plant
Latin Name: Delosperma ‘P001S’ Fire Spinner
Mature Height: 2”
Mature Spread: 15”

Hardy To: 5a-10b
Water: Low to Medium
Exposure: Full Sun
Flower Color: Light Purple, Red, Pink, Dark Pink, Light Pink, 
Orange
Flower Seasons: Mid Spring- Early Summer
Description: Stunning tri-colored flowers cover a tight, fast 
spreading mat of succulent evergreen foliage. Prolific blooms 
in spring, reblooming throughout summer. Apple-green foliage 
keeps its shiny presence through winter. A hardy, heat-loving, non-
invasive ground cover perfect for use in waterwise landscapes.

Care: Best in full sun. Provide well drained soil and water regularly 
during the first growing season to establish a deep, extensive root 
system. Once established, water deeply and infrequently during 
summer months.

Table Mountain Hardy Ice Plant
Latin Name: Delosperma ‘John Proffitt’ Table Mountain
Mature Height: 2”
Mature Spread: 18”

Hardy To: 4a-8b
Water: Medium
Exposure: Full Sun, Part Shade
Flower Color: Magenta, Pink, Dark Pink
Flower Seasons: Early Spring-Early Fall
Description: The hardy Ice Plants are native to South Africa but 
are amazingly hardy in North America, provided they are grown in 
very well-drained soil. This selection forms a low carpet or mat of 
succulent, evergreen leaves, bearing loads of small starry fuchsia-
pink flowers from late spring through summer. A great choice for 
hot, dry areas.

Care: Excellent as a groundcover, in the rock garden or wall, 
for edging, and especially as a lawn substitute. Attractive to 
butterflies. Where winter drainage is poor, consider growing this as 
a summer blooming annual.

11
Turkish Stonecrop
Latin Name: Sedum pallidum
Mature Height: 1”
Mature Spread: 12”

Hardy To: 3a-9b
Water: Low to Medium
Exposure: Full Sun, Part Shade
Flower Color: White, Pink
Flower Seasons: Early Spring, Late Winter
Description: This sedum variety (sometimes called Turkish sedum) 
is a tiny-leaved spreading ground cover that is noted for its 
attractive blue-gray foliage. It typically forms a dense mat growing 
to only 1” tall and creeping to 12” wide or more. Tiny white flowers 
appear in late summer on flowering stems growing to 3” tall. 
Foliage turns russet brown in winter.

Care: Try to plant in a location that enjoys full sun and remember 
to apply water fairly sparingly. Keep in mind when planting that 
Pallidum is thought of as very hardy, so this plant will tend to 
survive through freezing conditions.
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Mesa Verde Hardy Ice Plant
Latin Name: Delosperma ‘Kelaidis’ Mesa Verde
Mature Height: 2”
Mature Spread: 1’

Hardy To: 4a-8b
Water: Medium
Exposure: Full Sun, Part Shade
Flower Color: Light Pink
Flower Seasons: Early Spring - Early Fall
Description: Stunning salmon-pink flowers make an impressive 
display against succulent, gray-green foliage. This award winning, 
vigorous, compact selection is hardy to 7,000 ft. An exceptional 
plant for poor, dry soils. Useful in rock gardens, as a groundcover or 
at the edge of borders. Spreads quickly but not aggressively.

Care: Follow a regular watering schedule during the first growing 
season to establish a deep extensive root system. Watering can be 
reduced after establishment. Prefers rocky, unimproved soils. Do 
not over fertilize.

15
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2017 GARDEN IN A BOX: GARDEN INFO SHEET

HEAVENLY HERBS

Parsley 
Latin Name: Petroselinum crispum
Mature Height: 12”
Spacing: 12-18”
Water/Soil: Well-Drained

Exposure: Sun to partial shade
While parsley is a wonderfully nutritious and healing Description: 

food, it is often under-appreciated. Most people do not realize that
this vegetable has more uses than just being a decorative garnish 
that accompanies restaurant meals. They do not know that parsley
is actually a storehouse of nutrients and that it features a delicious
green and vibrant taste. The two most popular types of parsley are
curly parsley and Italian flat leaf parsley. The Italian variety has a
more fragrant and less bitter taste than the curly variety. There is
also another type of parsley known as turnip-rooted (or Hamburg)
that is cultivated for its roots, which resemble salsify and burdock.  
Care: Snip individual leaves by cutting stems back towards the  
base of the plant.
Fun Fact: 

Transplanting: 

Parsley is a natural breath freshener and is often added
to shampoos.

Parsley plants can be dug up, repotted, and placed   
inside. Make sure to keep the plant well-drained so that roots don’t
sit in water. 

1
Onion Chives 
Latin Name: Allium schoenoprasum
Mature Height: 12”
Spacing: 8-12”
Water/Soil: Well-Drained

Exposure: Full Sun
Description: Easy to grow, onion chives pack a lot of flavor for their 
compact size. The plants form neat grass-like clumps of tubular
leaves that contribute an onion flavor to salads, creamy soups,
potatoes, egg dishes, and others. A wonderful addition to an herb
garden. Great for containers, and also makes a neat border. Enjoy
the light purple blooms in the spring–they are edible, too. Onion 
Chives are frost tolerant. 

Cut leaves ½” above soil at any point in the growing season. Care: 
Purple flowers are also edible.
Fun Fact: 

2

1

1 - Parsley
2 - Onion Chives 

3 - Thyme
4 - Oregano

5 - Rosemary
6 - Marjoram

7 - Dill
1o - Sweet Thai Basil8 - Cilantro
9 - Sweet Basil

3 4 5

7 8 1096
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Transplanting: Onion Chives will come back each year.   

Chives are rich source of vitamin K, C and folic acid   
and minerals such as manganese, magnesium and iron.  
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English Thyme
Latin Name:  Thymus vulgaris
Mature Height: 12-15” 
Spacing: 11-12” 
Water/Soil: Average, Well-Drained

Exposure: Full Sun to part shade
Description: English Thyme, also called Garden Thyme and 
German Thyme, is native to the western Mediterranean and is
primarily grown for its use as a culinary herb. English Thyme is a small,
evergreen, many-branched, aromatic shrub with a neat growing
habit, gray-green leaves, and colorful white to pale purple flowers
that bloom in summer. With a mild enough winter, English Thyme
can be grown as a perennial; however, the plant tends to become
very woody and loose after a couple of years, and may need to
be replaced. Adding a fresh and tasty flavor to a dish during the
last minute of cooking, English Thyme is one of the fines herbes
in France: chervil, parsley, thyme, and tarragon. It can be used on
anything from meats and stews to herb butters and oils to eggs
and rice. Have you ever tried Thyme Honey? It’s a true delight! 

Harvest small amounts throughout the growing season as  
necessary. Cut back to limit woody growth or to stimulate growth,
and cut down to 2” from the ground for your main late summer
harvest. To dry, tie bunches and place in a warm, shady site with
good air circulation, or dry the leaves separately from the stems.

Care: 

Fun Fact: 
Mountains in New York. It is believed that it was introduced there
via the fleece of imported sheep from Greece.

English Thyme can be found growing in the Catskill

Greek Oregano
Latin Name: Origanum vulgare hirtum
Mature Height: 6-12”
Spacing: 12-18”
Water/Soil: Well-Drained, Average Soil

Exposure: Full Sun
Description: A native to dry mountain areas in Greece, Turkey, and 
 the Aegean Islands, Greek Oregano is the standard culinary spice
rack Oregano, and it is grown for its robust, pungent, hot, and spicy
flavor. This bushy, woody-branched perennial has tiny, two-lipped
white flowers, hairy leaves, and a very appealing aroma. Oregano
is most often harvested, dried, and then used in Italian sauces, rice,
soups, stews, dressings, egg dishes, dips, and vinegars.

    
Care: Shear back regulary to keep the plant tidy and promote

-

growth of new leaves. Cutting the plant down to 3”, snip off the
sprigs that you wish to harvest as soon as the plant is 6” tall. To dry,
hang small bunches in a shady area with good air circulation. This
plant will need little supplemental irrigation once established.
Fun Fact: 

Transplanting: 

Until recently in our history, Oregano was primarily used 

 Oregano will come back each year.

Transplanting: Thyme plants can be carefully dug up, repotted, and placed
inside.

medicinally. Oregano tea is still used to treat indigestion and
coughs, and the oil is used for toothaches.

Sweet Marjoram 
Latin Name: Origanum majorana 
Mature Height: 12-24”
Spacing: 12” 
Water/Soil: Well-Drained

Marjoram plants can be carefully dug up, repotted, and 
placed inside.

Exposure: Full Sun
Description: This is a fragrant, woody, and perennial herb that 
boasts purple flowers. Its needle-like leaves are evergreen and
even its flowers are edible! Rosemary is excellent for use in cooking
as a fresh-cut herb or dried. It may also be used as an essential oil. 
Care: 
incredibly hardy plant requires little water and extra fertilizer.
Rosemary appreciates a little extra water only before the winter to
help it survive the season. Harvest anytime during the season by
cutting sprigs from the plant. 

weddings. The bride would wear a rosemary headpiece and the
groom and wedding guests would all wear a sprig of rosemary.

leaves with scissors. Place stems in water to moisten them. Mix
equal parts perlite and peat moss into a small container and add
stem clippings. After two to four weeks, the clipping will have
developed roots. Carefully dig up the clipping and transplant it into
a small pot (3 ½” dia.) with all-purpose soil. This pot will become its
permanent home. Place plant by a window that receives plenty of
light.

 In the Middle Ages Rosemary was commonly used in

 Snip several 2 1/2” stems. Remove the bottom set of 

For best results, plant a few weeks after last frost date. This

Fun Fact: 

Transplanting: 

Transplanting: 

Exposure: Full Sun
Description: Sweet marjoram is mainly a culinary and no cook should  
be without it. It is often found in bouquet garni, a classic herb 
combination that includes parsley, thyme, bay, peppercorns, allspice, 
and tarragon tucked between two stalks of celery tied together, and 
then tied to the pot handle for easy removal. These are used to flavor 
soups, stews, and sauces. Marjoram has a mild oregano flavor with a 
hint of balsam. It is wonderfully aromatic. It is good with veal, beef, 
lamb, roast poultry, fish, pates, green veggies, carrots, cauliflower, 
eggplant, eggs, mushrooms, parsnips, potatoes, squash, and tomatoes. 
It compliments bay, garlic, onion, thyme, and basil. It can be used as a 
substitute for oregano in tomato sauces for pizza, lasagna, and 
eggplant parmesan. Add it to marinade for artichoke hearts, asparagus, 
and mushrooms. Use it in herb vinegars, oils, and butters.
Care: Snip stems at a minimum of 2” above soil at any point during  
the growing season. Flowers are also edible. 
Fun Fact: Considered a good tonic, marjoram has reputed medicinal  
qualities. The essential oil along with that of Rosemary can be used to 
deter spider mites. It is calming in effect. A symbol of happiness in 
Greek and Roman times. 

Rosemary
Latin Name: Rosmarinus officinalis
Mature Height: up to 4’ tall
Spacing: 8-10” (as annual) or 2-3’ (as perennial)              
Water/Soil: Low water, Well-Drained

5 6

3 4



28 Garden In A Box Student Proposals

Sweet Thai Basil 
Latin Name:  Ocimum basilicum var. thyrsiflora 
Mature Height: 1-2’
Spacing: 12-18” 
Water/Soil: Light, Moist, and Well-Drained

Exposure: Full Sun to Partial Shade
Description: 

Sweet Thai Basil can be used for aromatherapy. Bruise

A member of the mint family, Sweet Thai Basil is an

Care: 

Fun Fact: 

Keep soil consistently moist during the growing season by
watering when the top inch of soil is dry. Pinch flower buds to
prevent bolting. Prune as necessary throughout the growing season
to promote branching and bushiness, but never cut the woody
stems. Thai Basil can be harvested at any time during the growing
season – individual leaves or the leafy stems. It is best to harvest
from the top down about 6”. Harvest in the morning when essential
oils and flavor are at their peak. If harvesting stems, the stems can
be placed like a bouquet in water and will last for weeks. Do not
refrigerate. 

Dill
Latin Name: Anethum graveolens ‘Fernleaf’
Mature Height: 18-24”
Spacing:8-12”
Water/Soil: Well-Drained

Exposure: Full Sun
Description: Dill is an annual, self-seeding plant with feathery green  
leaves. It is used most commonly in soups, stews, and for pickling.
Dill is easy to grow and attracts beneficial insects to your garden,
such as wasps and other predatory insects. 
Care:  Peak leaf flavor occurs before flowers open. Pick individual  
leaves or branches. Allow seeds to turn brown on plant before
harvesting. Dill leaves can be quick frozen for later use. 

Dill water is given to fussy babies as a digestive aid and   Fun Fact: 

Transplanting: 

soothing medicine.  Old wives tales recommend boiling dill in wine
and then inhale the fumes to cure hiccups.

Dill will come back each year.

Cilantro
Latin Name: Coriandrum sativum
Mature Height: 18-24”
Spacing: 12-18”
Water/Soil: Light/ Well-Drained

Exposure: Full Sun to Part Shade
Description: Cilantro is one of the popular Mediterranean herb which 
commonly recognized as leaf-coriander in Asia. It is widely employed
in savory dishes in almost all parts of the world. The herb carries many
notable plant derived chemical compounds that are known to have
disease preventing and health-promoting properties. Plant coriander is
quite similar to dill in terms of utility where both its leaves as well as
seeds can be used in cuisune.
Care: Snip individual leaves close to the ground. Do not harvest 
more than 1/3rd of the plant. 

The root has more taste than the leaves, stems and seeds.  

Cilantro plants can be carefully dug up, repotted,   

Sweet Basil
Latin Name: Ocimum basilicum
Mature Height: 2-3’
Spaceing: 18” 
Water/Soil: Light/ Well-Drained

Exposure: Full Sun
Description: This basil cultivar is the best choice for Italian sauces. 
It has large leaves with a rich sweet flavor. This herb is known
around the world for its wonderful fragrance and flavor. The key
ingredient in classic Italian pesto, Sweet Basil has big leaves that
are fast and easy to grow so that you can make your own pesto to
freeze for year-round use.   

-
Care: Pinch or prune plants to promote growth. Pinch flower buds  
to keep plants from bolting. Harvest the top four leaves often to
keep the plant growing and sweetly flavored. Pick leaves at any
time during the growing season.
 

 Snip stem cuttings and place then into a cup of water.        
Roots will begin to show within 7 days. Make sure to change water
frequently. Once roots appear the plant can be repotted. Basil
plants can also be dug up, repotted, and placed inside. Choose an
indoor location with plenty of light away from cold drafts.

Roots will begin to show within 7 days. Make sure to change water
frequently. Once roots appear the plant can be repotted. Basil
plants can also be dug up, repotted, and placed inside. Choose an
indoor location with plenty of light away from cold drafts.

Fun Fact: 

Transplanting: 

 Snip stem cuttings and place then into a cup of water.        Transplanting: 

Sweet Basil is also called Genoese Basil, it has a sweet 
aroma with a warm flavor with notes of clove and anise.  

aromatic variety of Basil with 1-2” pointed green leaves, purple
stems, and purple flowers that are harvested for culinary and
ornamental uses. The leaves taste of licorice, anise, and cloves, 
and make an excellent addition to Vietnamese Pho, tea blends, 
and chicken, pork, and beef dishes. The leaves are generally used
raw, and are often added by the handful of Thai and Southeast 
Asian cuisine. 

the leaves and inhale their aroma or rub beneath the eyes and
forehead to relieve stress.

Fun Fact: 

Transplanting: 

Don’t throw it out because you can grind it up to make Thai curry 
pastes. 

and placed inside. 
   

9
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• Full Sun (Requires a minimum of 4 hrs. of Full Sun per day
• Options: 5’x20’ (16 plants), 8’x12’ (13 plants), 6x12’ wave (14 plants), 12’x12’ arch (15 plants)   
        
It is urgent for anyone with outdoor space to protect the pollinators. This Garden in a Box expands 
the pollinator garden options and offers a tangible way for people of all ages to actively participate 
and have a positive impact on the health and habitat of pollinators. All of the plants in this Garden in 
a Box are native, water-wise plants selected for their flower to attract and support bees, butterflies, 
and hummingbirds. “One out of every three mouthfuls of food in the American diet is, in some way, a 
product of honeybee pollination.” While honeybees are the major pollinators upon which we depend, 
North America’s approximately 4,000 wild bee species, butterflies, and other insects are also essential 
to pollinate fruits, vegetables, and other crops. Recently, drastic declines in pollinator population 
numbers have raised serious concern. “In 2015, 42% of honeybee colonies in the United States died. 
And today, the monarch butterfly population has dwindled to a mere fraction of its size in 1995.”  

Are you an urban dweller? Do you rent? Do you find the traditional Garden in a Box program 
awesome, but only wish you had a plot of land to plant your own? Well this Balcony Pollinator Garden 
can be planted in pots of your choice and provide a splash of nature outside your door all while 
supporting and protecting native pollinators!

There are two recommended container options for the plants (Pot Option or Linear Planter Option) that 
can be purchased at your local hardware, garden, or home store. 

Pot Option:     Linear Planted Option:
2- 10” (diameter) pots    1- 36” Planter
1- 12” (diameter) pot

The plants listed below are native, water wise plants selected for their flowers 
to attract and support bees, butterflies, and hummingbirds. Additional 

research will be complete to confirm which plants will grow well in containers.
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Himalayan Border Jewel
Latin Name: Persicaria affinis
Mature Height: 6-8”
Mature Spread: 12-18”

Hardy To: 9,000’
Water: Low
Exposure: Full Sun
Flower Color: Pink
Flower Seasons: Late Summer
Description: Bright green, slender foliage forms thick beds that 
turn into a gorgeous coppery-red in fall. This native of the Himala-
yas boasts cylindrical spikes of rose-pink flowers atop short, erect 
stems. The color of this plant is striking as it changes throughout 
the growing season. When its flowers have died, they tend to per-
sist on the plant into winter. It is easily adaptable to both dry and 
moist locations.
Care: The Himalayan Border Jewel requires little maintenance. 
The flowers may be deadheaded to prolong the flowering period. 
It can be aggressive if overwatered. Drought-tolerant once es-
tablished. Spring is the best time to divide these plants to control 
their spreading and clean them up in preparation for the growing 
season ahead.
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Powis Castle Sage
Latin Name: Artemisia ‘Powis Castle’
Mature Height: 2-3’
Mature Spread: 2-3’

Hardy To: 8,500’
Water: Low
Exposure: Sun
Flower Color: Silvery Blue-Green
Flower Seasons: Late Summer to Early Fall 
Resistant To: Deer
Description: The Powis Castle Sage is a semi-evergreen shrub na-
tive to the northern hemisphere.  Its soft ferny leaves create beau-
tifully distinct dome-like mounds, and it is valued for its aromatic 
leaves, delightful texture and vigorous growth.  The gorgeous, 
feathery, silver- blue-green foliage makes it a star in any garden, 
and it is ideal for separating colors and providing contrast within 
your landscape.  It is a perfect companion plant to other flowering 
perennials and ornamental grasses.  Throughout the summer and 
into early fall modest yellow flowers begin to emerge.  
Care: Can cut back in the spring to control size; however, be sure 
not to cut into old wood.  Find where the buds start and do not cut 
below that point.  If it flowers, then the buds should be snipped 
off before they open to preserve the appearance and shape of the 
plant.  Proper pruning keeps it looking its best.
Fun Fact: Excellent addition to floral arrangements and dried flow-
er bouquets.   Its soft ferny leaves are ideally suited for fresh herbal 
wreaths or potpourri.
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1 - Himalayan Border Jewel
2 - Powis Castle Sage
3 - Fluted Coreopsis
4 - Purple Gayfeather

5 - Korean Feather Reed Grass
6 - Munro’s Globemallow
7 - Plumbago
8 - Orange Sunrose

9 - Yellow Prairie Coneflower
10 - Six Hills Giant Catmint
11 - Double Bubblemint Hyssop
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1- Firecracker Penstemon
2- Blue Mist Beardtongue 
3- Pasque Flower 
4- Pearly Everlasting 

5- Harebells
6- Blanketflower 
7- Beebalm
8- Rocky Mountain Penstemon 

9- Black-Eyed Susan
10- Dotted Gayfeather 
11- Goldenrod

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11

Sunset Garden
Designed by Julie Hauser of Indigo Landscape Design

2016 garden in a box: Garden Info Sheet

Himalayan Border Jewel
Latin Name: Persicaria affinis
Mature Height: 6-8”
Mature Spread: 12-18”

Hardy To: 9,000’
Water: Low
Exposure: Full Sun
Flower Color: Pink
Flower Seasons: Late Summer
Description: Bright green, slender foliage forms thick beds that 
turn into a gorgeous coppery-red in fall. This native of the Himala-
yas boasts cylindrical spikes of rose-pink flowers atop short, erect 
stems. The color of this plant is striking as it changes throughout 
the growing season. When its flowers have died, they tend to per-
sist on the plant into winter. It is easily adaptable to both dry and 
moist locations.
Care: The Himalayan Border Jewel requires little maintenance. 
The flowers may be deadheaded to prolong the flowering period. 
It can be aggressive if overwatered. Drought-tolerant once es-
tablished. Spring is the best time to divide these plants to control 
their spreading and clean them up in preparation for the growing 
season ahead.

1
Powis Castle Sage
Latin Name: Artemisia ‘Powis Castle’
Mature Height: 2-3’
Mature Spread: 2-3’

Hardy To: 8,500’
Water: Low
Exposure: Sun
Flower Color: Silvery Blue-Green
Flower Seasons: Late Summer to Early Fall 
Resistant To: Deer
Description: The Powis Castle Sage is a semi-evergreen shrub na-
tive to the northern hemisphere.  Its soft ferny leaves create beau-
tifully distinct dome-like mounds, and it is valued for its aromatic 
leaves, delightful texture and vigorous growth.  The gorgeous, 
feathery, silver- blue-green foliage makes it a star in any garden, 
and it is ideal for separating colors and providing contrast within 
your landscape.  It is a perfect companion plant to other flowering 
perennials and ornamental grasses.  Throughout the summer and 
into early fall modest yellow flowers begin to emerge.  
Care: Can cut back in the spring to control size; however, be sure 
not to cut into old wood.  Find where the buds start and do not cut 
below that point.  If it flowers, then the buds should be snipped 
off before they open to preserve the appearance and shape of the 
plant.  Proper pruning keeps it looking its best.
Fun Fact: Excellent addition to floral arrangements and dried flow-
er bouquets.   Its soft ferny leaves are ideally suited for fresh herbal 
wreaths or potpourri.

2

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11
1 - Himalayan Border Jewel
2 - Powis Castle Sage
3 - Fluted Coreopsis
4 - Purple Gayfeather

5 - Korean Feather Reed Grass
6 - Munro’s Globemallow
7 - Plumbago
8 - Orange Sunrose

9 - Yellow Prairie Coneflower
10 - Six Hills Giant Catmint
11 - Double Bubblemint Hyssop

Designed by Lauren Leskovac and Christaina Contreras | University of Colorado 
POLLINATOR GARDEN
2017 GARDEN IN A BOX: GARDEN INFO SHEET

Sunset Garden
Designed by Julie Hauser of Indigo Landscape Design

2016 garden in a box: Garden Info Sheet

Himalayan Border Jewel
Latin Name: Persicaria affinis
Mature Height: 6-8”
Mature Spread: 12-18”

Hardy To: 9,000’
Water: Low
Exposure: Full Sun
Flower Color: Pink
Flower Seasons: Late Summer
Description: Bright green, slender foliage forms thick beds that 
turn into a gorgeous coppery-red in fall. This native of the Himala-
yas boasts cylindrical spikes of rose-pink flowers atop short, erect 
stems. The color of this plant is striking as it changes throughout 
the growing season. When its flowers have died, they tend to per-
sist on the plant into winter. It is easily adaptable to both dry and 
moist locations.
Care: The Himalayan Border Jewel requires little maintenance. 
The flowers may be deadheaded to prolong the flowering period. 
It can be aggressive if overwatered. Drought-tolerant once es-
tablished. Spring is the best time to divide these plants to control 
their spreading and clean them up in preparation for the growing 
season ahead.

1
Powis Castle Sage
Latin Name: Artemisia ‘Powis Castle’
Mature Height: 2-3’
Mature Spread: 2-3’

Hardy To: 8,500’
Water: Low
Exposure: Sun
Flower Color: Silvery Blue-Green
Flower Seasons: Late Summer to Early Fall 
Resistant To: Deer
Description: The Powis Castle Sage is a semi-evergreen shrub na-
tive to the northern hemisphere.  Its soft ferny leaves create beau-
tifully distinct dome-like mounds, and it is valued for its aromatic 
leaves, delightful texture and vigorous growth.  The gorgeous, 
feathery, silver- blue-green foliage makes it a star in any garden, 
and it is ideal for separating colors and providing contrast within 
your landscape.  It is a perfect companion plant to other flowering 
perennials and ornamental grasses.  Throughout the summer and 
into early fall modest yellow flowers begin to emerge.  
Care: Can cut back in the spring to control size; however, be sure 
not to cut into old wood.  Find where the buds start and do not cut 
below that point.  If it flowers, then the buds should be snipped 
off before they open to preserve the appearance and shape of the 
plant.  Proper pruning keeps it looking its best.
Fun Fact: Excellent addition to floral arrangements and dried flow-
er bouquets.   Its soft ferny leaves are ideally suited for fresh herbal 
wreaths or potpourri.

2

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11
1 - Himalayan Border Jewel
2 - Powis Castle Sage
3 - Fluted Coreopsis
4 - Purple Gayfeather

5 - Korean Feather Reed Grass
6 - Munro’s Globemallow
7 - Plumbago
8 - Orange Sunrose

9 - Yellow Prairie Coneflower
10 - Six Hills Giant Catmint
11 - Double Bubblemint Hyssop

Sunset Garden
Designed by Julie Hauser of Indigo Landscape Design

2016 garden in a box: Garden Info Sheet

Himalayan Border Jewel
Latin Name: Persicaria affinis
Mature Height: 6-8”
Mature Spread: 12-18”

Hardy To: 9,000’
Water: Low
Exposure: Full Sun
Flower Color: Pink
Flower Seasons: Late Summer
Description: Bright green, slender foliage forms thick beds that 
turn into a gorgeous coppery-red in fall. This native of the Himala-
yas boasts cylindrical spikes of rose-pink flowers atop short, erect 
stems. The color of this plant is striking as it changes throughout 
the growing season. When its flowers have died, they tend to per-
sist on the plant into winter. It is easily adaptable to both dry and 
moist locations.
Care: The Himalayan Border Jewel requires little maintenance. 
The flowers may be deadheaded to prolong the flowering period. 
It can be aggressive if overwatered. Drought-tolerant once es-
tablished. Spring is the best time to divide these plants to control 
their spreading and clean them up in preparation for the growing 
season ahead.

1
Powis Castle Sage
Latin Name: Artemisia ‘Powis Castle’
Mature Height: 2-3’
Mature Spread: 2-3’

Hardy To: 8,500’
Water: Low
Exposure: Sun
Flower Color: Silvery Blue-Green
Flower Seasons: Late Summer to Early Fall 
Resistant To: Deer
Description: The Powis Castle Sage is a semi-evergreen shrub na-
tive to the northern hemisphere.  Its soft ferny leaves create beau-
tifully distinct dome-like mounds, and it is valued for its aromatic 
leaves, delightful texture and vigorous growth.  The gorgeous, 
feathery, silver- blue-green foliage makes it a star in any garden, 
and it is ideal for separating colors and providing contrast within 
your landscape.  It is a perfect companion plant to other flowering 
perennials and ornamental grasses.  Throughout the summer and 
into early fall modest yellow flowers begin to emerge.  
Care: Can cut back in the spring to control size; however, be sure 
not to cut into old wood.  Find where the buds start and do not cut 
below that point.  If it flowers, then the buds should be snipped 
off before they open to preserve the appearance and shape of the 
plant.  Proper pruning keeps it looking its best.
Fun Fact: Excellent addition to floral arrangements and dried flow-
er bouquets.   Its soft ferny leaves are ideally suited for fresh herbal 
wreaths or potpourri.

2

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11
1 - Himalayan Border Jewel
2 - Powis Castle Sage
3 - Fluted Coreopsis
4 - Purple Gayfeather

5 - Korean Feather Reed Grass
6 - Munro’s Globemallow
7 - Plumbago
8 - Orange Sunrose

9 - Yellow Prairie Coneflower
10 - Six Hills Giant Catmint
11 - Double Bubblemint Hyssop



32 Garden In A Box Student Proposals

  Plant Name: Firecracker Penstemon
  Latin Name: Penstemon eatonii Gray
  Mature Height: 2-3’
  Mature Spread:15”
Hardy to: 6,600’
Water: Low 
Exposure: Sun 
Color: Red
Flower Season: Early
Attracts: Hummingbirds, Bees
Resistant to: Deer
Description: This perennial’s striking feature is its 
scarlet flowers. Leaves are tough, leathery, and deep 
green, arranged in pairs along the coarse, purplish 
stems. The plants flower synchronously, but bloom 
time is long, up to six weeks, as flowers further up 
the stalk continue to open.
Care: Dead-head for continuous growth.

  Plant Name: Blue Mist Beardtongue
  Latin Name: Penstemon virens
  Mature Height: 8”
  Mature Spread:8-10”
Hardy to: 10,000’
Water: Low 
Exposure: Sun 
Color: Blue
Flower Season: Early
Attracts: Hummingbirds, Bees
Resistant to: Rabbits
Description: It is a low-growing plant, forming a 
cushion of dark green foliage. It grows spikes of 
beautiful blue flowers with a lavender throat. 
Care: Dead-head for continuous growth.

  Plant Name: Pasque Flower
  Latin Name: Pulsatilla vulgaris 
  Mature Height: 10”
  Mature Spread:1’
Hardy to: 7,000’
Water: Low 
Exposure: Sun 
Color: Purple
Flower Season: Early
Attracts: Butterflies, Bees
Resistant to: Deer
Description: The flowers are usually blue to 
periwinkle, but sometimes take on tones closer to 
purple. There are also some white blooming plants. 
Flowers start out as upright, bell-shaped blooms and 
then become nodding flowers as they mature. The 
late arriving foliage has fine white hairs sprinkled 
across the surface of each leaf, giving the impression 
of silvery tinges.
Care: Scatter the seed heads around the garden, 
to encourage self-seeding to occur. Dead-head for 
continuous growth.

  Plant Name: Pearly Everlasting
  Latin Name: Anaphalis margaritacea
  Mature Height: 2’
  Mature Spread:2’
Hardy to: 11,000’
Water: Low 
Exposure: Sun 
Color: White
Flower Season: Mid
Attracts: Butterflies, Bees
Resistant to: Deer
Description: The white bloom of the pearly 
everlasting forms a tightly arranged, spherical (or 
pearl-shaped) structure that is arranged in a large, 
dense, rounded cluster atop the terminal shoot of a 
slender, whitish-green, downy stem. Leaves are long, 
needle-like, and are also covered in a whitish down. 
Makes for an excellent dried flower.
Care: Dead-head for continuous growth.
Fun Fact: American natives smoked the leaves as a 
treatment for throat and lung problems.
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Himalayan Border Jewel
Latin Name: Persicaria affinis
Mature Height: 6-8”
Mature Spread: 12-18”

Hardy To: 9,000’
Water: Low
Exposure: Full Sun
Flower Color: Pink
Flower Seasons: Late Summer
Description: Bright green, slender foliage forms thick beds that 
turn into a gorgeous coppery-red in fall. This native of the Himala-
yas boasts cylindrical spikes of rose-pink flowers atop short, erect 
stems. The color of this plant is striking as it changes throughout 
the growing season. When its flowers have died, they tend to per-
sist on the plant into winter. It is easily adaptable to both dry and 
moist locations.
Care: The Himalayan Border Jewel requires little maintenance. 
The flowers may be deadheaded to prolong the flowering period. 
It can be aggressive if overwatered. Drought-tolerant once es-
tablished. Spring is the best time to divide these plants to control 
their spreading and clean them up in preparation for the growing 
season ahead.
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Powis Castle Sage
Latin Name: Artemisia ‘Powis Castle’
Mature Height: 2-3’
Mature Spread: 2-3’

Hardy To: 8,500’
Water: Low
Exposure: Sun
Flower Color: Silvery Blue-Green
Flower Seasons: Late Summer to Early Fall 
Resistant To: Deer
Description: The Powis Castle Sage is a semi-evergreen shrub na-
tive to the northern hemisphere.  Its soft ferny leaves create beau-
tifully distinct dome-like mounds, and it is valued for its aromatic 
leaves, delightful texture and vigorous growth.  The gorgeous, 
feathery, silver- blue-green foliage makes it a star in any garden, 
and it is ideal for separating colors and providing contrast within 
your landscape.  It is a perfect companion plant to other flowering 
perennials and ornamental grasses.  Throughout the summer and 
into early fall modest yellow flowers begin to emerge.  
Care: Can cut back in the spring to control size; however, be sure 
not to cut into old wood.  Find where the buds start and do not cut 
below that point.  If it flowers, then the buds should be snipped 
off before they open to preserve the appearance and shape of the 
plant.  Proper pruning keeps it looking its best.
Fun Fact: Excellent addition to floral arrangements and dried flow-
er bouquets.   Its soft ferny leaves are ideally suited for fresh herbal 
wreaths or potpourri.
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  Plant Name: Harebells
  Latin Name: Campanula rotundifolia 
  Mature Height: 1’
  Mature Spread: 6-8”
Hardy to: 12,000’
Water: Low 
Exposure: Sun 
Color: Purple
Flower Season: Mid
Attracts: Hummingbirds, Bees
Resistant to: Deer
Description: A delicate perennial with graceful, 
slender stems, usually in clusters. Its rounded, basal 
leaves wither early while the narrow, stem leaves 
remain. Blue-violet bell-shaped flowers hang singly 
or in clusters along the top parts of nodding, thread-
like, mostly unbranched stems that grow in small 
patches. The nodding, bell-shaped, lavender flowers 
are borne in loose clusters at stem tips.

  Plant Name: Blanketflower
  Latin Name: Gaillardia aristata
  Mature Height: 1-3’’
  Mature Spread:1.1.5’
Hardy to: 9,000’
Water: Low 
Exposure: Sun 
Color: Yellow / Red
Flower Season: Mid
Attracts: Butterflies
Resistant to: Deer
Description: Blanket flowers are wonderfully 
cheerful, long-blooming plants for hot, sunny 
gardens. They produce single or double daisy 
flowers through most of the summer and well into 
fall. The light brick red ray flowers are tipped with 
yellow
Care: Dead-head for continuous growth.

  Plant Name: Beebalm
  Latin Name: Monarda fistulosa
  Mature Height: 2-4’
  Mature Spread: 2’
Hardy to: 7,000’
Water: Low 
Exposure: Sun 
Color: Pink / Red
Flower Season: Mid
Attracts: Hummingbirds, Butterflies, Bees
Resistant to: Deer
Description: A dense, rounded, terminal, head-like 
cluster of bright red, tubular flowers atop a square 
stem. Scarlet beebalm is a popular perennial with 
scarlet-red flowers in terminal tufts. 
Care: Dead-head for continuous growth.
Fun Fact:  The leaves and flowers and stems are used 
in many forms of alternative medicine.

  Plant Name: Rocky Mtn. 
Penstemon
  Latin Name: Penstemon strictus
  Mature Height: 2’
  Mature Spread: 3’
Hardy to: 11,000’
Water: Low 
Exposure: Sun 
Color: Blue / Purple
Flower Season: Mid
Attracts: Hummingbirds, Butterflies, Bees 
Resistant to: Rabbits
Description: Robust grower with narrow glossy 
green leaves and tubular flowers in open spikes. 
This penstemon is common west of Continental 
Divide. When planted in clumps, it produces 
show-stopping clusters of tall indigo and lavender 
flowers, much loved by insects.
Care:  Dead-head for continuous growth.
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Himalayan Border Jewel
Latin Name: Persicaria affinis
Mature Height: 6-8”
Mature Spread: 12-18”

Hardy To: 9,000’
Water: Low
Exposure: Full Sun
Flower Color: Pink
Flower Seasons: Late Summer
Description: Bright green, slender foliage forms thick beds that 
turn into a gorgeous coppery-red in fall. This native of the Himala-
yas boasts cylindrical spikes of rose-pink flowers atop short, erect 
stems. The color of this plant is striking as it changes throughout 
the growing season. When its flowers have died, they tend to per-
sist on the plant into winter. It is easily adaptable to both dry and 
moist locations.
Care: The Himalayan Border Jewel requires little maintenance. 
The flowers may be deadheaded to prolong the flowering period. 
It can be aggressive if overwatered. Drought-tolerant once es-
tablished. Spring is the best time to divide these plants to control 
their spreading and clean them up in preparation for the growing 
season ahead.
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Powis Castle Sage
Latin Name: Artemisia ‘Powis Castle’
Mature Height: 2-3’
Mature Spread: 2-3’

Hardy To: 8,500’
Water: Low
Exposure: Sun
Flower Color: Silvery Blue-Green
Flower Seasons: Late Summer to Early Fall 
Resistant To: Deer
Description: The Powis Castle Sage is a semi-evergreen shrub na-
tive to the northern hemisphere.  Its soft ferny leaves create beau-
tifully distinct dome-like mounds, and it is valued for its aromatic 
leaves, delightful texture and vigorous growth.  The gorgeous, 
feathery, silver- blue-green foliage makes it a star in any garden, 
and it is ideal for separating colors and providing contrast within 
your landscape.  It is a perfect companion plant to other flowering 
perennials and ornamental grasses.  Throughout the summer and 
into early fall modest yellow flowers begin to emerge.  
Care: Can cut back in the spring to control size; however, be sure 
not to cut into old wood.  Find where the buds start and do not cut 
below that point.  If it flowers, then the buds should be snipped 
off before they open to preserve the appearance and shape of the 
plant.  Proper pruning keeps it looking its best.
Fun Fact: Excellent addition to floral arrangements and dried flow-
er bouquets.   Its soft ferny leaves are ideally suited for fresh herbal 
wreaths or potpourri.
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10 - Six Hills Giant Catmint
11 - Double Bubblemint Hyssop
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  Plant Name: Black-Eyed Susan
  Latin Name: Rudbeckia hirta
  Mature Height: 3’
  Mature Spread: 1-1.5’
Hardy to: 7,500’
Water: Low 
Exposure: Sun 
Color: Yellow
Flower Season: Mid
Attracts: Hummingbirds, Butterflies, Bees
Resistant to: Deer
Description: This lovely flower will brighten 
your garden with its yellow-orange petals and its 
contrasting raised purple-black center. The flowers 
are daisy-like and can be single, semi-double 
and fully-double. You can tell them apart from 
coneflowers by their coarse-textured, hairy leaves.
Care: Dead-head for continuous growth.

  Plant Name: Dotted Gayfeather
  Latin Name: Liatris punctata
  Mature Height: 2-3’
  Mature Spread:1.5-2’
Hardy to: 7,000’
Water: Low 
Exposure: Sun 
Color: Purple
Flower Season: Late
Attracts: Butterflies
Resistant to: Deer
Description: Rigid linear leaves with stout spikes of 
fringed flowers. The plant appears late in spring and 
grows unobtrusively throughout the summer, then 
puts forth a spectacular stalk of lavender flowers in 
late summer. 
Care: Dead-head for continuous growth.

  Plant Name: Goldenrod
  Latin Name: Solidago spp.
  Mature Height: 1-5’’
  Mature Spread: 1-3’
Hardy to: 10,000’
Water: Low 
Exposure: Sun 
Color: Yellow
Flower Season: Late
Attracts: Butterflies, Bees
Resistant to: Deer
Description: Upright stems and yellow flower 
spikes. It spreads by underground rhizomes. It’s one 
of the most glorious flowers of late summer and 
early autumn, with the wild type blanketing ditches 
and other open, moist sunny places. 
Care: Dead-head for continuous growth.
Fun Fact: Goldenrod does not aggravate allergies! 
The pollen is too heavy to fly in the wind and 
instead sticks to the legs of the insects and butterflies 
that feed on its nectar.
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Himalayan Border Jewel
Latin Name: Persicaria affinis
Mature Height: 6-8”
Mature Spread: 12-18”

Hardy To: 9,000’
Water: Low
Exposure: Full Sun
Flower Color: Pink
Flower Seasons: Late Summer
Description: Bright green, slender foliage forms thick beds that 
turn into a gorgeous coppery-red in fall. This native of the Himala-
yas boasts cylindrical spikes of rose-pink flowers atop short, erect 
stems. The color of this plant is striking as it changes throughout 
the growing season. When its flowers have died, they tend to per-
sist on the plant into winter. It is easily adaptable to both dry and 
moist locations.
Care: The Himalayan Border Jewel requires little maintenance. 
The flowers may be deadheaded to prolong the flowering period. 
It can be aggressive if overwatered. Drought-tolerant once es-
tablished. Spring is the best time to divide these plants to control 
their spreading and clean them up in preparation for the growing 
season ahead.
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Powis Castle Sage
Latin Name: Artemisia ‘Powis Castle’
Mature Height: 2-3’
Mature Spread: 2-3’

Hardy To: 8,500’
Water: Low
Exposure: Sun
Flower Color: Silvery Blue-Green
Flower Seasons: Late Summer to Early Fall 
Resistant To: Deer
Description: The Powis Castle Sage is a semi-evergreen shrub na-
tive to the northern hemisphere.  Its soft ferny leaves create beau-
tifully distinct dome-like mounds, and it is valued for its aromatic 
leaves, delightful texture and vigorous growth.  The gorgeous, 
feathery, silver- blue-green foliage makes it a star in any garden, 
and it is ideal for separating colors and providing contrast within 
your landscape.  It is a perfect companion plant to other flowering 
perennials and ornamental grasses.  Throughout the summer and 
into early fall modest yellow flowers begin to emerge.  
Care: Can cut back in the spring to control size; however, be sure 
not to cut into old wood.  Find where the buds start and do not cut 
below that point.  If it flowers, then the buds should be snipped 
off before they open to preserve the appearance and shape of the 
plant.  Proper pruning keeps it looking its best.
Fun Fact: Excellent addition to floral arrangements and dried flow-
er bouquets.   Its soft ferny leaves are ideally suited for fresh herbal 
wreaths or potpourri.
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Double Bubblemint Hyssop
Latin Name: Agastache cana
Mature Height: 2-3’
Mature Spread: 18-24”

Exposure: Sun
Hardy to: 7,000’ 
Water: Low
Flower Color: Rich Pink
Flower Season: Mid-Summer to Fall
Attracts: Hummingbirds
Description: “Agastache” is Greek for 
“many spikes” which most likely refers to 

its gracefully long stems with richly pink 
tubular flowers. This woody-based perenni-
al has pointed oval dark-green foliage and 
its striking flowers have a slight bubblegum 
fragrance. Double Bubblemint’s petals can 
be used in tea if dried out. 
Care: To improve winter-hardiness and en-
courage re-seeding, leave the stems intact 
over the winter. In mid-spring, remove old 
stems just above the new foliage, about 4 
or 5” above ground level.
Fun Fact: Also called “mosquito plant” 

Double Bubblemint actually contains 
highly flavored oil that repels mosquitos. 
To release the odor, crush the plant and rub 
directly onto skin.  
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The flowers may be deadheaded to prolong the flowering period. 
It can be aggressive if overwatered. Drought-tolerant once es-
tablished. Spring is the best time to divide these plants to control 
their spreading and clean them up in preparation for the growing 
season ahead.

1
Powis Castle Sage
Latin Name: Artemisia ‘Powis Castle’
Mature Height: 2-3’
Mature Spread: 2-3’

Hardy To: 8,500’
Water: Low
Exposure: Sun
Flower Color: Silvery Blue-Green
Flower Seasons: Late Summer to Early Fall 
Resistant To: Deer
Description: The Powis Castle Sage is a semi-evergreen shrub na-
tive to the northern hemisphere.  Its soft ferny leaves create beau-
tifully distinct dome-like mounds, and it is valued for its aromatic 
leaves, delightful texture and vigorous growth.  The gorgeous, 
feathery, silver- blue-green foliage makes it a star in any garden, 
and it is ideal for separating colors and providing contrast within 
your landscape.  It is a perfect companion plant to other flowering 
perennials and ornamental grasses.  Throughout the summer and 
into early fall modest yellow flowers begin to emerge.  
Care: Can cut back in the spring to control size; however, be sure 
not to cut into old wood.  Find where the buds start and do not cut 
below that point.  If it flowers, then the buds should be snipped 
off before they open to preserve the appearance and shape of the 
plant.  Proper pruning keeps it looking its best.
Fun Fact: Excellent addition to floral arrangements and dried flow-
er bouquets.   Its soft ferny leaves are ideally suited for fresh herbal 
wreaths or potpourri.

2
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1 - Himalayan Border Jewel
2 - Powis Castle Sage
3 - Fluted Coreopsis
4 - Purple Gayfeather

5 - Korean Feather Reed Grass
6 - Munro’s Globemallow
7 - Plumbago
8 - Orange Sunrose

9 - Yellow Prairie Coneflower
10 - Six Hills Giant Catmint
11 - Double Bubblemint Hyssop
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2017 GARDEN IN A BOX: GARDEN INFO SHEET

SHADY HOLLOW GARDEN
Designed by Carolyn Hagele, Erin Wooden, and Nick Piche 
University of Colorado Denver

1 - Astilbe ‘Deutschland’
2 - Arizona Deep Blue Sage
3 - Coral Bells

4 - Joker Lenten Rose
5 - Hardy Plumbago
6 - Lungwort ‘Blue Ensign’

7 - Cliff  Maids
8 - Variegated Common Periwinkle
9 - All Gold Japanese Forest Grass

    Astilbe ‘Deutschland’
    Latin Name: Astilbe japonica ‘Deutschland’
    Mature Height: 24”-30”
Mature Spread: 18”-24”
Hardy To: Zones 4-9
Water: Average to Low and Drought-Resistant
Exposure: Partial to Full Shade
Flower Color: White, lacy plume
Flower Seasons: Early summer
Description: Upright clumping growth with plumes 
that reach up to 2’ high. Leafl ets are serrated, 
ranging from bronze, light green, or red when young 
and maturing to medium to dark green or bronzed 
with understated shine.
Care: Remove debris in spring and trim back fl owers 
in fall for fresh growth in the spring, however 
removing fl owers does not encourage new groth. 
Astilbe will spread quickly and form clumps. The 
crown typically pushes up through the soil, be sure 
to keep covered. Divide in the spring or fall every 3-4 
years. 

1     Arizona Deep Blue Sage
    Latin Name: Salvia arizonica ‘Deep Blue’
    Mature Height: 18”-24”
Mature Spread: 24”
Hardy To: Zones 5-11
Water: Low to Dought-Resistant
Exposure: Partial to Full Shade
Flower Color: Deep Blue, nearly Purple, with pale throats
Flower Seasons: Throughout Summer
Description: Brings beautiful deep blue color to a shade 
garden with pollen-rich fl owers to attract pollinators. 
Growth is slightly mounded and produces a bounty of 
fl owers on delicate stems. It is deer and rabbit-resistant 
and cold hardy. 
Care: Stems that stop producing can be trimmed to 
the ground and it can be deadheaded at any time to 
encourage new growth that will last through autumn. 
Wait until spring to cut back old growth to enhance cold-
hardiness.  

2
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    Hardy Plumbago (Leadwort)
    Latin Name: Ceratostigma plumbaginoides
    Mature Height: 6-8”       
Mature Spread: 18”
Hardy To: Zones 5-9
Water: Low (Xeric)
Exposure: Full Shade to Full Sun
Flower Color: Blue
Flower Seasons: Early to Mid-Fall
Description: Ceratostigma plumbaginoides (Hardy 
Plumbago) is one of the most versatile groundcovers 
for cold climates growing in both sun and shade and 
most soil types. It blooms in late summer with deep blue 
fl owers followed by the foliage that turns burgundy red 
in fall. Drought resistant/drought tolerant perennial plant 
(xeric).
Care: Plumbago spreads by rhizomes and can be 
somewhat aggressive in optimal growing conditions. It 
can cause contact dermatitis if skin is exposed to vesicles. 
It is advisable to wear gloves when pruning the plant. 
The plant goes dormant in winter, leafi ng out in spring; in 
USDA zone 5 we recommend adding a winter mulch.

    Joker Lenten Rose
    Latin Name: Helleborus ‘HGC Joker’
    Mature Height: 18-24”       
Mature Spread: 15-18”
Hardy To:Zones 4a-8b
Water: Low Once Established
Exposure: Partial Shade to Full Sun
Flower Color: Creamy White
Flower Seasons: Winter and Early Spring
Description: One of the most fl oriferous Lenten 
roses, with well over 100 fl owers per clump. 
Helleborus ‘HGC Joker’ forms a clump of dark 
evergreen foliage topped with masses of large 
creamy fl owers with pink fl ushed backs...a truly 
unbelievable fl oral show. You can get equal 
enjoyment from the front or back end based on your 
personal preferences.
Care: Once established in the landscape, Lenten 
rose plants are quite hardy, requiring little care 
or maintenance. In fact, over time these plants 
will multiply to create a nice carpet of foliage and 
springtime blooms. They’re also drought tolerant. 
About the only downside to growing these plants is 
their slow propagation or recovery if disturbed. They 
generally do not require division and will respond 
slowly if this is performed.

    Lungwort ‘Blue Ensign’
    Latin Name: Pulmonaria angustifolia ‘Blue
                  Ensign’
   Mature Height:  10”-12”
Mature Spread: 12”-18”
Hardy To: Zones 5-8S/W
Water: Well-drained, Peat-covered Soil
Exposure: Shade
Flower Color: Sapphire-Blue
Flower Seasons: Late Spring
Description: Dependable and showy, and are among 
the easiest for low light. Bright sapphire-blue fl ower 
bells form from the center of a clump that will 
spread to form attractive medium-sized mounds.
Care: Cut back after blooming as this will allow the 
plant to rebloom throughout the seasons. Otherwise 
very easy to care for, requiring little maintenance.

    Coral Bells
    Latin Name: Heuchera ‘Bella Notte’
    Mature Height: 9-13”
Mature Spread: 12-15”
Hardy To: Zones 4-9
Water: Low Once Established
Exposure: Full Sun to Full Shade
Flower Color: Pink 
Flower Seasons: Late Spring to Early Fall
Description: Coral Bells is one of the newest, and most 
beloved of the Heucheras. The mounding character 
of the evergreen lightly silvered, dark purple foliage is 
contrasted by the deep pink buds that open to reveal 
light pink fl owers all summer long. This bordering plant 
also attracts butterfl ies and hummingbirds, as well as 
remains deer resistant. 
Care:This is a relatively low maintenance perennial. 
Cut back late fall to prepare for the winter.  It may be 
propagated by dividing.  

3 4
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    All Gold Japanese Forest Grass
    Latin Name: Hakonechloa macra “All Gold”
    Mature Height: 18” Tall
Mature Spread: 18” Clumps
Hardy To: Zones 4-9
Water: Regular watering to establish root system, 
then lower.
Exposure: Partial Sun to Partial Shade
Flower Color: Golden Yellow
Flower Seasons: Mid-Late Summer 
Description: A graceful, colorful groundcover for 
shady areas. Slender stems hold bright golden-yellow 
foliage having the eff ect of a tiny bamboo. Excellent 
color and texture for mixed borders, containers and 
mass plantings. Naturalizes well; clumps spread 
gently by rhizomes. Herbaceous perennial.
Care: Will thrive more in the coolness of shade 
during the heat of summers. Needs regular watering 
during the fi rst growing season to establish a deep, 
extensive root system. Mulch to protect in winter. 
Prune old foliage in late winter or early spring, before 
new leaves emerge in spring. Divide every 2-3 years 
in spring.   

    Cliff  Maids
    Latin Name: Lewisia cotyledon
    ‘Sunset Strain’
     Mature Height: 6”      
Mature Spread: 6”
Hardy To: Zones 3a-8b
Water: Low 
Exposure: Part to Full Shade
Flower Color: Pink, Orange, White, Red (varies)
Flower Seasons: Late Spring
Description: Lewisia cotyledon is an evergreen 
perennial of incredible beauty and well-balanced 
proportions. 
Fleshy leaves emerge in fl at rosettes of spoon-
shaped dark green leaves. Funnel-shaped fl owers 
to 1 inch across are borne in compact panicles. The 
true species has candy-striped pink fl owers. Hybrids 
bloom in shades from white to magenta.
Care: Grow in moderately fertile, humus-rich, well-
drained soil and full sun to light shade. Protect from 
winter moisture.

    Variegated Common Periwinkle
    Latin Name: Vinca minor ‘Variegata’
    Mature Height: 6-8” Tall 
Mature Spread: Spreads, Mat Forming
Hardy To: Zones 4-9
Water: Drought Resistant Once Established. 
Exposure: Full Sun to Full Shade
Flower Color: Lilac-Blue
Flower Seasons: Mid-Spring to Early Fall
Description: The variegated common periwinkle is 
a moderately growing evergreen groundcover. Its 
creamy-white bordered lance-shaped leaves will 
brighten any shady spot, or trail nicely over a low wall. 
The 1-2” lilac-blue fl owers bloom mid-spring and remain 
throughout summer. 
Care: Requires regular watering for the fi rst year to get 
established. After the fi rst year a deep and extensive 
root system will be developed, and it will be drought 
tolerant. Shear back considerably in the spring to 
control spread and encourage new growth. 

7 8
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2017 GARDEN IN A BOX: PLANT BY NUMBER DESIGN OPTION
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  1- Fountain Grass ‘Little Bunny’            
  2- Maiden Grass ‘Morning Light’ 
  3- Fountain Grass, Dwarf 

  4- Lavender             
  5- Red Switch Grass 
  6- Mexican Feather Grass 

1 2 3

654

 
 Fountain Grass, ‘Little Bunny’ 
  Latin Name: Pennisetum alopecuroides ‘Little Bunny’ 
 Mature Height: 10-12” 
 Mature Spread: 18” 
Hardy To: 6,000’ 
Water: Very Low 
Exposure: Full Sun 
Color: Green 
Plume Color: White 
Plume Time: Late Summer Through Fall 
Attracts: Birds 
Description: A shorter version of the Dwarf Foundation Grass, 
this grass is drought-tolerate with long slender blades that display 
plumes of white in late summer through fall. This grass is an 
excellent choice to add interest and texture to a variety of gardens. 
It is also deer resistant and attracts birds. 
Care: Maintain a regular watering schedule during first year to 
provide the plant with good establishment and a deep root sys-
tem. Water can be reduced after the grass is established. 
Fun Fact: Native to China and Japan. 
 

 
 Maiden Grass ‘Morning Light’
 Latin Name: Miscanthus sinensis ‘Morning Light’ 
 Mature Height: 4-5’ 
 Mature Spread: 2-3’ 
Hardy To: 7,000’ 
Water: Low 
Exposure: Full Sun 
Color: Silver-green variegated foliage  
Plume Color: Red 
Plume Time: Late Summer 
Resistant To: Deer 
Description: The green blades of this grass are highlighted with 
white margins and midveins, creating a shimmering silvery 
look. Texture and interest can be added with this grass. Its red-
dish late season color provides winter accent to a garden. 
Care: Maintain a regular watering schedule during first year 
to provide the plant with good establishment and a deep root 
system. Cut back foliage and apply fertilizer before new shoots 
appear in later winter to early spring. Divide clumps every 2 to 3 
years. It is best to maintain a regular watering schedule-weekly 
or more often in cases of extreme heat or lack of moisture. 
Fun Fact: Can be planted in pots to create a modern feel on a 
patio or deck.  
 

1 2

Designed by Lukas Coker and Heather Murphy | University of Colorado Denver
WINDS OF WINTER
2017 GARDEN IN A BOX: GARDEN INFO SHEET

Sunset Garden
Designed by Julie Hauser of Indigo Landscape Design

2016 garden in a box: Garden Info Sheet

Himalayan Border Jewel
Latin Name: Persicaria affinis
Mature Height: 6-8”
Mature Spread: 12-18”

Hardy To: 9,000’
Water: Low
Exposure: Full Sun
Flower Color: Pink
Flower Seasons: Late Summer
Description: Bright green, slender foliage forms thick beds that 
turn into a gorgeous coppery-red in fall. This native of the Himala-
yas boasts cylindrical spikes of rose-pink flowers atop short, erect 
stems. The color of this plant is striking as it changes throughout 
the growing season. When its flowers have died, they tend to per-
sist on the plant into winter. It is easily adaptable to both dry and 
moist locations.
Care: The Himalayan Border Jewel requires little maintenance. 
The flowers may be deadheaded to prolong the flowering period. 
It can be aggressive if overwatered. Drought-tolerant once es-
tablished. Spring is the best time to divide these plants to control 
their spreading and clean them up in preparation for the growing 
season ahead.

1
Powis Castle Sage
Latin Name: Artemisia ‘Powis Castle’
Mature Height: 2-3’
Mature Spread: 2-3’

Hardy To: 8,500’
Water: Low
Exposure: Sun
Flower Color: Silvery Blue-Green
Flower Seasons: Late Summer to Early Fall 
Resistant To: Deer
Description: The Powis Castle Sage is a semi-evergreen shrub na-
tive to the northern hemisphere.  Its soft ferny leaves create beau-
tifully distinct dome-like mounds, and it is valued for its aromatic 
leaves, delightful texture and vigorous growth.  The gorgeous, 
feathery, silver- blue-green foliage makes it a star in any garden, 
and it is ideal for separating colors and providing contrast within 
your landscape.  It is a perfect companion plant to other flowering 
perennials and ornamental grasses.  Throughout the summer and 
into early fall modest yellow flowers begin to emerge.  
Care: Can cut back in the spring to control size; however, be sure 
not to cut into old wood.  Find where the buds start and do not cut 
below that point.  If it flowers, then the buds should be snipped 
off before they open to preserve the appearance and shape of the 
plant.  Proper pruning keeps it looking its best.
Fun Fact: Excellent addition to floral arrangements and dried flow-
er bouquets.   Its soft ferny leaves are ideally suited for fresh herbal 
wreaths or potpourri.

2
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1 - Himalayan Border Jewel
2 - Powis Castle Sage
3 - Fluted Coreopsis
4 - Purple Gayfeather

5 - Korean Feather Reed Grass
6 - Munro’s Globemallow
7 - Plumbago
8 - Orange Sunrose

9 - Yellow Prairie Coneflower
10 - Six Hills Giant Catmint
11 - Double Bubblemint Hyssop
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 Fountain Grass, Dwarf
 Latin Name: Pennisetum alopecuroides ‘Hameln’ 
 Mature Height: 2-3’ 
 Mature Spread: 2’ 
Hardy To: 6,000’ 
Water: Very Low 
Exposure: Full Sun  
Color: Green 
Plume Color: White 
Plume Time: Late Summer Through Fall 
Attracts: Birds 
Description: This attractive grass is similar to the ‘Little Bunny’ 
Fountain Grass, but is a larger variety. It has green foliage 
during the summer that turns to a golden color during the 
fall. Its white plumes come out during the late summer and 
last through the fall. This grass is a top choice for courtyard 
gardens and smaller drought-resistant gardens. It also contrasts 
well with perennials and its fall color provides interest as other 
perennial plants lose their blooms. 
Care: This grass is easy to grow, but it is wise to follow a regular 
watering schedule for the first year to give it a chance to fully 
establish and develop a strong root system. Only occasional wa-
tering is needed once established. Cut back foliage before new 
shoots appear in later winter to early spring.  
Fun Fact: Works well with Salvia and Blanket Flower. 
 

 
 Red Switch Grass 
 Latin Name: Panicum virgatum ‘Shenandoah’ 
 Mature Height: 3-4’ 
 Mature Spread: 24-30” 
Hardy To: 7,000’ 
Water: Low Water 
Exposure: Full Sun 
Color: Green with Red Tips to Full Burgandy in Fall 
Plume Color: Misty Pink 
Plume Time: Summer 
Attracts: Birds 
Description: This grass is well-known for its foliage, which 
is green with red tips in spring and begins to darken during 
summer until it turns burgandy in the fall. During the summer it 
produces redish-pink plumes that provide interest to any garden. 
This grass is ideally used for large background plantings and can 
also be planted in a container. Can be planted in rows or grids for 
a modern feel. The large plumes of this grass sway gracefully in 
the wind, giving visual interest to a garden. 
Care: This grass is easy to grow. It requires regular water during 
first year to establish a strong room system. Only occasional wa-
ter is needed once established and can tolerate moderate drought 
conditions. Cut back foliage in late winter or early spring before 
new shoots appear and apply general purpose fertilizer. 
Fun Fact: Often considered the best of the red colored grasses. 
 

 
 Lavender, English  
 Latin Name: Lavandula angustifolia ‘Munstead’  
 Mature Height: 12-18” 
 Mature Spread: 12-18” 
Hardy To: 8,500’ 
Water: Very Low 
Exposure: Full Sun  
Color: Gray-green foliage 
Flower Color: Lavender/Purple 
Flower Seasons: Summer
Attracts: Pollinators 
Resistant To:  Deer 
Description: This evergreen perennial shrub grows compactly 
and forms a mound-like shape. It is well-known for its aromatic 
grayish foliage and abundant lavender colored flower spikes 
that are loved for their intense fragrant smell. Lavender does 
extremely well in dry arid climates and natural rocky outcrop-
pings. Great for Mediterranean style gardens and xeriscape or 
wild gardens. It can be planted in pots to bring interest and color 
to patios and decks.
Care: Follow a regular watering schedule during the first year to 
fully establish and develop a strong root system. Once estab-
lished, only occasional watering is necessary. To maintain a 
manicured look, shear the plant annually to sustain its shape. 
Fun Fact: Can be used to detour insects when placed in a closet 
or room. 
 

 
 Mexican Feather Grass 
 Latin Name: Nassella tenuissima 
 Mature Height: 2’ 
 Mature Spread: 1’ 
Hardy To: 5,000’ 
Water: Very Low  
Exposure: Full Sun 
Color: Feathery Green 
Plume Color: Buff (Brown) 
Plume Time: Summer 
Description: The Mexican Feather is a light and airy bunch 
grass that is ideal in xericscapes and rock gardens. It’s light com-
position gives it movement even in the slightest breeze, making 
it a great grass to provide visual interest and movement in any 
garden. It has a high reseed rate, making it good for restoration 
work of hillsides and creating natural meadows. The foliage is 
light green, while the plumes are a buff brown color. During the 
fall the grass begins to turn a brown color.  
Care: Provide good drainage soil for this grass and water 
regularly during the first year to establish a strong root system. 
Reduce watering after the initial grow season. Prune or rake out 
dead foliage before new shoots emerge. 
Fun Fact: Can be used on green roofs. Mexican Feather grass is 
native to Argentina. 
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Conceptual Garden Renderings 
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http://www.monrovia.com/plant-catalog/plants/1859/morning-light-maiden-grass/

http://www.monrovia.com/plant-catalog/plants/2484/dwarf-fountain-grass/

http://www.monrovia.com/plant-catalog/plants/2484/dwarf-fountain-grass/

http://www.monrovia.com/plant-catalog/plants/1775/munstead-lavender/

http://www.monrovia.com/plant-catalog/plants/1150/mexican-feather-grass/

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/736x/e5/0f/5e/e50f5efbabf177ed

http://photobotanic.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/holt_759-61_1024c.jpg

http://st.hzcdn.com/simgs/ece14d9e016c1c8a_4-1530/midcentury-landscape.jpg

http://summer-dry.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/holt_760-121.jpg

http://www.plantright.org/sites/default/files/images/SusanMorrison2014.jpg
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79c86/botanikfoto-517465-L.jpg

http://www.bluestem.ca/panicum-rotstrahlbusch.htm
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